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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Lands: Regula-
tions under the Abattoirs Act and the
Plant Diseases Aef.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
(Perth) under the Municipalities Aet ;
regulations nnder the Workers’ Homes
Act.

By the Honorarv Minister : By-law
Westons local board of health; by-law
of the Cue-Day Dawn roads board under
the Health Act; amendment to regulation
25 under the Prisons Act; amendment to
regulations under the Industrial Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Aet.

By the Premier: Publie Service Com-
missioner, 10th Annnal Report.

QUESTION—ENEMY SUBJECTS IN

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY (without no-
tice) asked the Premier:
mier’s attention been drawn to the fol-
lowing resoiution passed by the All
British Assoeiation on the Perth Es-
planade on Sunday, 20th Angust:—“That
fhis Government dispense forthwith
with the services of all alien enemy
subjects in its employ, naturalised or
otherwise.”” If so, what action is eon-
templated.

The PREMIER. veplied: My notice
has been drawn to the resclufion passed
by the gathering held on the Esplanade

Has the Pre- -
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on Sunday afternoon last.  There is
nothing fuorther to add, so far as I am
personally concerned, to the reply I gave
to the deputation from the All British
Assoeiation introduced by the hon. mem-
ber last Friday. The matier is one that
any hon. member can submit to the
House at any time for an expression of
opinion, and if the House is of opinion
that the terms of the resolution slhall
be complied with, the Government will
have pleasure in carrying out the wishes
of the House. Personally, I hold that
the resolution is impracticable, and im-
possible to earry out, and if the natur-
alisation papers are not what they pur-
port to be, representations can be wmade
to the proper gquarters, namely, the
Federal anthoritics and not the State. =

QUESTION—MINING REGISTRAR’S
OXFICES, BROAD ARROW AND
KANOWNA,

Mr. MULLANY asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Will be reconsider the de-
cision to close the mining vegistrar’s
oflice at Broad Arrow? 2, What was the
number of leases applied for and the
amount of business transacted at that
office during the last finaneial year? 3,
What was the number of leases applied
for and the amount of business trans-
acted at the miniag registrar’s office al
Kanowna for the same period?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, The decision to elose the min-
ing registrar’s office was not arrived at
without much consideration, and it Is
not proposed to reconsider the ¢uestion.
2, The figures relating to the business of
the office for the 12 months ending 3lst
December, 1914, are as under:—7Trans-
fers, 19; exemptions, 30; agreements, 3;
power of agtorney, 1; withdrawals, 4 ;
applications for lenses, 20; prospecting
arens, 40; miners’ rights, 93, surrenders
and forfeitures, 53; plaints, 8; recom-
mendations, 25. 3, At Kanowna the
fignres for a similar peried are as fol-
low :—Transfers, 13; mortgage, 1; ex-
emptions, 32; ngreements, 13; powers of
attorney, 2; withdrawals, 3; applications
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for leases, 9; prospecting areas, 23;
other mining tenements, 6; miners' rights,
74; surrenders and forfeitures, 26,
plaint, 1; recommendations, 19; ohjee-
tions, 2 refusals and withdrawals, 3.

QUESTION—PROBATE DUTY,
SOLDIERS’ ESTATES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (for My, Wilimott)
asked the Premier: 1, Js it the intention
of the Government to remit probate
duty on the estates of deceased Austra-
lian soldiers during the war? 2, If this
matter has not already bheen under re-
view, will the Government take it into
favourable consideration at an ecarly
date? '

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
matter has been under review. The Gov-
ernment favour a uniform basis and
have telegraphed to Sydney, and await
a reply. The Government proposals are
~'‘administration of all estates up to
£300 free, all costs and charges being
dispensed with. Above £300 and not ex-
ceeding £1,000 at half-rates.  Above
£1,000 full rates.”’

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES  ASSBIST-
ANCE BOARD, SALE OF BRAN,
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for

Lands : 1, Did the Industries Assist-

ance Board dispose of some Lhundreds of

tons of good hran to 2 man named Car-

ter at Fremantle for £3 10s. per ton? 2,

Will he supply particulars of the trans-

action?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, 248 tons 14Glbs. of dam-
aged bran and pollard was sold to Car-
ter, of Fremantle, at £3 10s. per ton and
an officer of the Board was sent down to
the Grain Shed to deliver damaged stufl
ouly.

QUESTION—STATE BRICKWORWKS,
CAPITAYL COST.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Minister for

Works: 1, (a) Does the cost of raising

the loan money (including the difference
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hetween the amount actually realised
and par) expended on the establishmert
of the Siate Brickworks, form part of the
stated capital cost to June 30th this year?
(b} Or is this additional thereto? (e) 1f
so, what total sum would be further eharg-
able? (d) Has interest on these loan
moneys payable during construetion been
charged in the sialed capital cost 1o June
30th?  {e) If not, whal was the total
amount of this interest during consiruc-
tion period? (f) Have office charges in
Pertli during construction been included
in the said eapital cost? (g) If not, what
sum is so chargeable? 2, (a) Will the
cost of producing bricks be debited with
oflice charges, including rent, wages, sta-
tionery, stamps, fares, and other charges
as actually ineurred? (b) Or is it in-
tended to charge these as has been done
in the case of the Boya quarry, viz., 114
per cent, on the expenditure? (¢) Will
he ascertain wihether sueh percentage
charge should not be 214 per cent, or
thereabonts, if a percentage charge is
adopted? (d) What fees, allowanees, or
commissions are heing made or paid to
any person (not being an officer in the
department} for selling or purchasing
bricks? (e} Have any brieks been
charged to Government works at higher
prices than bricks have been sold to pri-
vate persons? 3, (a) What rate of in-
terest on the capital expenditure will bhe
charged against produeing bricks? (b))
What rate for sinking fund? (e) YWhat
rate for depreciation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, (a) No. (b) No. ({(e¢) The dis-
connt on issue i treated as part of the
cost of raising, and is taken into account
when ecalculating the amount of interest
chargeable, this being in aeccordanece with

the vniversal practice. (d} No. (e)
£1,131 18s. 10d. () Yes. (g) Answeren

by (£). 2, {a) Yes, except where such ex-
penditure is interwoven with general ex-
penditure, in which case a fair estimale
ig made. (b) All expenditure which can
be charged divect is eharged direct, but in
cases such as salaries of departmental
staff officers, use of Public Works Depart-
ment telephones, electric light, stationery,
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ete., where the brickworks' requirements
only take up a portion of staff officers’
time, and other head office expenditure,
it is intended to charge on a percentage
basis, which, it is estimated, will not ex-
eeed 11/ per eent. on the turnover for
the year. (e) It is conlended that the
11, per cent. will tully cover all indirect
charges. {(d) 2% per cent. on aceepted
orders. (e) No. 3, (a) 1912-13, 4 per
cent.; 1913-14, 434 per eent.; 1914-15, 414
1er cent. (b)) 1 per cent. (¢) Rates vary
as they ave determined on the life of the
respective nssets,

QUESTION—MAILS, CONVEYANCE
OVER STATE RAILWAYS,
Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Has lie had a consultaiion
with Mr. Spence, Postmaster General,
upon the conveynnce of mails over the
State railways in Western Australiag 2,
ThHd he prowise to look into the matter
upon his return to Perth? 3, If so, will
he use his influence to bring aboul prompt

and immediate action in this matter?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, It is proposed
to diseuss matter with Minister for Rail-
wavs. :

BILL, — NEWCASTLE-BOLGART
RATLWAY EXTENSION,
Read a third time and transmitted Lo
the Legistative Couneil.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 24h August.

Mon, H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [4.43]:
This measure which has been introdueed
by the Honorary Minister is, as has been
explained, not a party one. I do not see
how hy any stretch of imagination it
conld he made a pariy measure, but at
the same time it is an important one. It
was explained that the Bill was necessary
and that it was framed on the lines of
the most recent legislation. It must be
admitted that the Bill is necessary because
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we have been administering weights and
measures under a statute which was
passed 16 years ago, and the conditicns
of the country to-day are vastly different
from what they were at that time. The
subject is a complicated one, and there
are in the Bill many technical questions
whieli will affect the whole community. [
have not heard or read any eriticisms of
the Bill, but I trust that hon, members
have studied it ecarefully, because, neces-
sary though it may be, it will affect all
sections of ihe community, and it may be
found that there are among its provisions
some wlhich will prove inconvenient, tend-
ing to harass people i1 an unnecessary
degree, This is one of those measures in
the framing of which the Minister has had
to rely upon the expert adviee of his
officers, who, I have not doubt, have gone
thoroughly into the question, carefully
congidering all its details. Bul, in dealing
with a measure such as thig, very ofien
those who frame it think it will not go
heyond the large centres where it will be
chiefly used, and therefore I impress upon
mmy country friends, ot any rate, the neces-
sity of earvestly considering il from the
point of view of how it will affeet traders
in the couniry. The prineipal flaw in
the existing Act is that it is adinistered
hy (he municipalities, who have no juris-
diclion outside their own areas, More-
over, not all the municipalities have
brought themselves under the Act. In
view of this, the Bill T think is necessary
to all sections of the community, and par-
licularly to the traders in the country.

The Minister for Works: The wheat
sellers at railway sidings have repeatedly
asked for it.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Bill has
been framed on the New South Wales Act
whiel was passed only a few months ago,
and which, in turn, was framed on Eng-
lish Aects, The New South Wales Aet
provides that itz administration shall he
taken out of the hands of the muniecipnl
hodies and left with the Commissioner of
Poliece, That, I think, is a wise provision,
for the Act will he well and fairly admin-
istered by the police. The Minister said
that half the fines to be inflicted under
the Act would be returned to the inspecior
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and placed 1o the credit of ghe olice
Benefit Fand. The Bill does not provide
that, although the New Seuth Wales Act
does.

The Premier: 1t was an omission in
the printing.

Hon. H. B. LEFRQY : I cannot under-
stand how it was omitted. 1 wondered
whether the Government were a little un-
certain as to how it would work. Altliough
by some it may be considered that such
a plan offers a reward for vigilance in
secking out cases, still at the same time
1 do not think we need look at it in that
light. When we consider the matter
broadly, it will be realised that it is not
the individual whe gains the henefit from
the fund, but the whole of the force
generally. Again, the administration of
the measure will impose a considerable
burden on the police, will give them a
zood deal of trouble, and perbaps this
disposal of the fines and penalties may
be regarded as some little return for that
trouble.

Hon. J. Miichell: Tt is a dangerous
precedent.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I admit it.

The Premier: 1t is not a preeedent; it
is alveady i operation in this State.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: 1 was not
aware of it. Again, in New Sounlh Wales
the Railways are brought under the Act,
This is of econsiderable impertance to
country people. I do noi know why, but
that provision is not ineluded in the Bill.
I think the Railways should come under
the measure. It was one of the chief
reasons given for supporting the Bill
during its passage in New South Wales.
If the Railways were brought under the
Bill, the farmers would know that all the
weighing machines of the Railways were
open to inspection.

The Premier: The weighbridges on rail-
way stations are not for the sale of goods,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: But a great
many of our farmers rely on them. More-
over, if they are not for the sale of
goods, they are for the payment of
freizht, and no doubt the Railways buy
what they require over those weigh-
bridges,
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The Premier: 11 will mean thousands
a year additional expenditure.

UHon. H. B. LEFROY: These railway
weights are taken by the purchaser and
the seller, and a great many farmers
depend on the weights given to them at
the railway. In the past a considerable
diserepancy between the weights at one
end and those at the other has frequently
been diseovered, and 1 think that very
often {he railways themselves are at fault
in this. The House would do well (o
follow the lead of New South Wales and
bring the railways and tramways under
the Bill.

The Premier: I do not think you know
what you are asking.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Surely what is
good in New South Wales must be good
in \Western Australia. The railways there
are Government property, just as they
are liere, they serve the same people, and
we all agree that the railway weighis
onght to he Inspected. '

The Premier: They are now. We have
a staff of inspeetors, and in some cases
it would be dangerous for an inspector
under this Act fo go on railway property.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Policemen can
be trnsted to look after themselves, Cer-
tatnly the Government would do well to
follow New South Wales in this. Another
peint: the Bill provides that no person
shall sell by retail any article except by
net weight or measure. In the past the
farmer has always sold his wheat by the
bushel, with the baz weighed in. Surely
this is not to be another injustice to the
farmer, that he will have to lgse the value
of lbis bags. If this is adopled as a re-
tail principle it should be adopled in the
wholesale trade as well, becaunse if people
are obliged to sell their wheat retail hy
net weight, it mnst he purchased at net
weighl, whereas at present the bag is
given in with the wheat.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Tet him give the hag back
again,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : That cannot he
done, The farmer will lose his bag every
time. It is nol right to place this addi-
tional burden on the producer, who
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should be relieved in every possible way.
Again, it is provided that any person de-
livering to a purchaser at a place other
than the premises of the seller shall de-
liver an invoice of delivery showing the
net weight of the measured avticle. Hon.
members should look ioto this, hetause
T think that i the framing of these
ineasures people in the back blocks are
not considered, and, as they have no

opportunity of being heard, they aure
consequently averlocked.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Ovder!

There is too much eonversation going on.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY : If Jones wishes
fo buy u bag of oais he goes to Brown
and says “Will vou sell me a bag of
oats?” Brown replies, “T will be coming
along to-morrow, when I wiil leave the
bag at your place” Under the Bill he
will have to put on the net weight of the
oats and hand in an invoice with it. All
that sort of thing is unnecessary. These
dralines hetween individuals in the conn-
iy liave been satisfactory in the past,
and those people are well able to look
after themselves. It is only putting fresh
burden on those people, cansing them
havdship and exasperafion. Of ecourse
the Premier does not deal in these things.
The Premier deals only in sovereigns and
zold.,

The Premier: T have not seen one for
years,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Premier’s
great forte is finance. He knows noth-
ing about bags of oats and that sort of
thing.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
pollard.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY: Tn good time.
I hope he will know all about bales of
wool.

The Premier: No, T am trying to for-
get a lot.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: I merely draw
attention to these matters in the hope
that representatives of country distriets
will make a study of the Bill, beeause it
needs careful study, to enable them to
determine how the incidence of the
measure is likely to affect the commun-
ity in the backblocks. Under the mea-

Nor about bran and
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sure, all weights have to be stamped and
inspected. If a farmer has weights and
seales used oceastonally when selling a
hag of wheat or oats, they will have to
be stamped, and if the iuspector finds
them to be nut exactly true to an ounce
the farmer will render himself liable to
a fine. If a farmer has a machine for
weighing wool or a number of bags of
wheat at a time, he will have to take it
to an inspector once every two years to
have it overbauled. Tf people in the
country are prepared to do this sort of
thing and think it will be a eonvenience
and an advantage to them, I will not be
behindhand but will do the same myself.
On the other hand, however, there may
he some who will not be in a position
to do it. If a farmer wishes to weigh
a balf or a gquarter of a sheep, it will be
necessary to have his scales tested to
ensure absolnte aceuracy. Hon. mem-
bers know that all farmers are honest,
and would rather give a little extra
weight than underweight.

The Premier: Hear, hear, especialiy
when refunding money to the Treas-
ury.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T have been in
a good many places, but have not been
Treasurer, so I cannot say.

The Premier: We are all honest.

Mr. James Gardiner: When we can
afford it.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Another fea-
ture of the Bill is that it leaves a great
deal! to regulation. Perhaps it might be
neeessary to leave more to regulation
under a measure like this than under an
ordinary Aet. Some alteration might
suddenly be made in weights or some
new method in weighing might be in-
vented, and it wonld be necessary for
the Government to pass ceriain regula-
tions to meet the position. 1 welcome
the Bill beeause I think it is necessary.
Personally 1 have never heard much
eomplaint from country distriets though
there may be complaints in the town
with regard to light weight.

Mr. Foler: Nob many inspections are
made in the country.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: If we are go-
ing to pass a measure of this description,
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it should be a good and effective one
which is likely to achieve the desived ob-
ject. The existing Aet has not met the
object for which it was framed. It ap-
plied only to municipalities and could
not be put into operaiion outside of
such districts. T welcome 2 measure
which will embrace the whole of the
community, but at the same time T hope
members will carefully examine the Bill
and will voice their objections in Com-
mittee, and I trust the House will see
that such an important Bill is not hur-
ried through without thorongh consider-
ation,

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [5.5): Ide
not agree with the member for Aloore
(EHon. H. B. Lefroy) that there arve not
many eomplaints in the country districts
beeause, in  my opinion, and in the
opinion of those who know—and I ecer-
tainly thought the hon. member would
have known—the farmers have lost
thousands of pounds in ¢ash through in-
correct weights at ihe various sidings.

Hon. H. B. Tefroy: I agree with that,
therefore bring the railways under the
Bill

Mr. WILLMOTT: Certainly,

The Premicr: That is a very serious
statement to make. You onght to bring
some evidence. .

My, WILLMOTT: I could get eart-
loads of evidence.

The Minister for Works: That is
through using private seales, not Rail-
way seales.

Mr., WILLMOTT: 1t is possible to
find 15 or 20 private seales dumped down
and not used from one year’s end to an-
other, and when stuff is weighed on
them how ean they be in a proper eon-
dition to record the eorrect weight?

Mr. George: Is that the fault of the
Railway Deparfment?

Mr. WILLMOTT: T am referring to
private seales at the sidings.

Mr. GGeorge: That is not the fault of
the Railway Department,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I did not say it
was. The country store seales require
to be tested. They have never heen
tested from the day they were bought,
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Mr. Foley: The storekeepers would
never beat you, would they?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The storekeepers
might be as honest as the farmers, but
it is as well to have a little help to keep
honest. Such scales should he tested
just the same as those in the metropoli-
tan area, Under the Bill, the towns-
people are protected in every way, and
rightly so, and the people in the country
wish to be equally protected, Penalties
are provided under the Bill which will
no doubt deter people from doing things
which they have done in the past. When
the police are administering a measure
of this deseription, I cannot imagine how
they will be able to drag around the eum-
bersome festing weights. Supposing the
police wished to go fron Dowerin lo
Wyaleatehem and test seales there, how
could they drag around the necessary lest-
ing weights? 1f thev do travel around
like this, will they have time to administer
such an Aet? The police are kept very
busy in many ways, what with colleeting
census returns and se on, and I doubt
whether they will have the time to ad-
minister this measure. The country dis-
triets are not over-policed, and I douht
if they will have time to attend (o the
enforcement of such a law, so that it may
be necessary lo appoint extra inspectors
under the control of the Commissioner
of Police, In the old days, the councils
had to defray the cost of administering
the Act.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Miuaister) : They had profit out of it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: A mighty small
profit.  The existing Act has become an
abgolute faree, and it is high time an
effeclive ineasnre was put into operation.
The weighing machines at conniry sta-
lions also should be inspected.

The Premier: They are being in-
speeted.

Mr. WILLMOTT: They should be in-
spected under this measure.

The Premier: What object could in-
speetors of railway machines have in
making meorrect tests on the railways?

Mr, WILLMOTT: There might be no
object at all, but inspectors are liable to
make mistakes, They are not infallible,
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The Premier: Would not inspecfors
under this measure he liable to make mis-
takes 1oo?

Mr, WILLMOTT: No, they could not
do such a thing. Tt would be a good idea
to abolish many of the liltle private
scales at the railway sidings by putting
in weighbridges. It would pay the Com-
missioner of Railways handsomely to de
50.

The Premier: That is the first pro-
posal you have made affecting the coun-
try to help the Treasury.

Mr, WILLMOTT: Clause 20 prohibits
the selling by relail of any article by
weight or measure unless hy net weight
or measure. This provides another very
good argument in favour of bulk hand-
ling of wheat. What is “retail” as ap-
plied fo a farm? Would the sale of n
bay of oats bhe embraced by that term?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: This will not affect the
farmers.

My, WILLMOTT: The Bill is for the
farmers’ benefit, and we want it to affeet
them, When the Committee stage is
reached it will be neeessary to make the
Bill affect farmers in one or two in-
stances. Clause 20 will have the effect of
hampering the farmers,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Members must realise that the Hamnsard
reporters must lake correct reports of
members’ speeches, and they eannot do
s0 unless members cease the loud conver-
salion which has heen carried on. T have
heen asked to make this intimation as the
Hansard reporters cannot hear what is
being enid.

Mr, WILLMOTT: When the Bill
reaches Commiitee we shall be able to
deal with those elanses which require to
be altered. ]

Mr. FOLEY ({Leonora) [5.13]: In
supporting the second reading of the Bill
T mav say that for many years T have
thought there should bhe something more
than the legislation on the statute-hook
{o deal with the matter of weights and
measures. In listening to the Honorary
Minister moving the seeond reading we
did not find ont mueh about the Bill, but
atler reading the various clauses we have
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been able to find out a great deal about
it. T was glad that the Flonorary Min-
ister merely spoke regarding the salient
points with whieh he was thoroughly con-
versant, When referring to one or two
points, he made it absolutely clear that
he would not consider whether the Bill
would benefit the farmer, the shopkeeper,
the merchant, or any other class of the
community, He merely wished to hold
the bhalance truly between buyer and
seller, irrvespective of whether farmers,
storekeepers, merchants, or any other
section of the community were eoncerned
having econsideration only for the seller
on the one hand and the bhuyer on the
other. One hon. member remarked that
he wished the Bill to affect the farmers.
This farmer husiness is vepeatedly heing
introduced into the debates, but I would
point out ihat everyone wishes to henefil
the farmer. Under a measure of this des-
eription the farmer should receive no
more consideration than anyone else.
There ought to be no Government assist-
ance fo farmers in connection with the
question of weighis and wmeasores, A
true seale is all the justiee for which the
farmer should ask.

Mr. Willmott: That is all he is asking
for,

Mr. FOLEY: This Bill gives every
section of the community justice, so far
as the poarchasing power of a sovereign is
coneerned.  There is one main point at
irsue, and that iz that fhe Government
intend to take over hy this mensure the
whole of the adminisiration of the
Weights and Measuves Aet.  This, in
itself, is the one thing that is going to
make the Bill a good one. The question
of whether a person is in favour of State
enlerprises or not should not enter info
this matter, So far as the metropolitan
area is concerned, facilities exist for giv-
ing the honest trader justice as against
the dishonest trader, but in many other
paris of the State every hon. member
who has spoken has said that things have
not bheen  administered as they should
have heen—and particalarly in the coun-
try districts, There 15 another feature of
fhe measore which will give a sense of
security to the honest trader. In Western
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Australia at the present iime any ciass of
seale that any firm may wish te import
may be brought into the State. There
are dozens and dozens of scales now
being used for the selling of goods and
the weighing of goods for sale, in the
metropolitan area especially, thal are
harred by the Board of Trade in Eng-
land, 1f a scale is found faunlt with by
the Board of Trade it is not allowed to
he used, but the firm turning them out
can still econlinue to make them and dump
them down in Western -Australia. So it
is, thervefore, that any one purchasing
goods i Western Awstralia is liable to
have ibe goods which he purchases
weizlied wpzon this class of seale.

Ar. George: Do von really mean (hat
this sort of thing occurs?

Mr., FOLEY: T am positive it does
Oreuy,

My, George: 1 am positive il does not.

Ar, FOLEY: The hon. memher may
he positive it does not occur, but I am
equally positive it does.

ar. Georme: You are wrong.

Mr. FOLEY: T do not profess to have
the world-wide knowledge of my hon.
friend, or to have his business capacity,
or s vask experience of metals of every
deseription and, in faet. of everything in
the world. 8o far as this guestion is eon-
verned, however, I elaim to have had a
better orpertunity of judging the meriis
of the case than the hon, member, and 1
have a superior knowledge of what class
of seale is being used in the State at the
present time,

Mr. George: All right.

JMr. FOLEY: There is one class of
seile in use here. It is an iron seale and
corls 3s, Gd. Tron seales, however, are not
allowed by the Board of Trade in Eng-
land. If anyone will go into any thres
out of four shops in the metrvopolitan area
T venture to say that he will find an iron
scale in use.

Mr. Gteorge: When was it that the iron
senle ceased to be vsed in England?

Mr. FOLEY: This was done under the
Beard of Trade regulations., If the hon.
member will only look over this book he
will find every class of scale which is
aliowed {o be used in England, and will
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ascertain that the iron seale is prohibited
there at ihe present time. The makers
of seales in England continue to manu-
facture them, however, and they are being
dumped inlo Western Australia. Sinee
the advent of the Act in New South Wales
it is not possible after o certain length of
time for these scales to be used. The
knife-edged blade on the 3s. 6d. scales
shouid on all scales be razor keem, Tt
should be made of steel, and steel only,
in order to give the purchaser a fair deal
with the séller,

M1, George: Arve not Avery scales and
others made in that way?

Mr. FOLEY : The firm of Avery makes
ivon scales, and I can take the hon. mem-
her to seales in this town which are made
by this firm. When this irm makes these
seales it does not alwayvs put the name of
the maker upon them. A different name
i# put on many of them. T am not talk-
mg at random. T say that these scales
are now being used in the State of West-
ern Australia, and are being used to the
detriment, perhaps, of those people earn-
ing 9=, a day, and who are having a very
kard thne in their endeavour to make ends
meet.

Mr. George: You are speaking of one
of (he finest firms of scale makers in the
world.

Mr. FOLEY: T know what T am say-
ing, and [ say this ndvisedly. One of the
important essentials under this Bill is that
it is going lo give the buyer and seller
equal consideration,  With iron seales it
is impossible to do this. I admit that the
hon,  member for Muorray-Weilington
{(Mr. Georze) knows something abount the
tempering and face-hardening of steel.

My, George: I do not know anything
about your face-hardening.

Mr, FOLEY; The hon. member himself
is face-hardened. After a lirtle while in
some imstanees, or o greater while in other
instances, in the working of these secales,
owing 1o the frietion which takes place,
the iron places will wear out before the
steel places, Aceording to the Board of
Trade in England every liitle pivot on
which these seales work shall be razor
keen, and one cannot get the same effect
from iron as one can get from steel
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Therefore, under this Bill the scales that
are made at the present time and used in
Western Aunstralia ean be thrown ont of
commission if affer expert knowledge has
heen gained of them the Minister has
satisfied himself that they are an unjust
class of scale. At the present time the
Minister possesses no such power. In
connection with the use of iron seales,
there is this point that we must bear in
mind when considering the person who is
buying. I a person goes into a shop and
buys a pound of butter, the man who
hands over the parcel of butter alleges
that it weighs one pound, though it may
be only 15 ozs. 1f an inspeetor buys that
amoung of butter and it {urns ount to
weigh only 15 ozs., and proceeds to take
that butter back to the shopkeeper be-
cause it is short weight, the shopkeeper
eannot be prosecuted for giving short
weight if his scale, upon which he weighed
the butter, is wrong. The position, there-
fove, arises that o man can have his
scales wrong in Western Australia and
use that argument to combat the argumeni
of the inspector, who has endeavoured to
- puot the provisions of the present Act into
- force. The measure now before the Honse
will alter this, TUnder the proposed law
the authoritics will have an opportunity
of eoming down npon the man who gives
short weight in any direction, whether his
seales are wrong or whether they are
right. The guestion was raised by the
hon. member for Moore {Hon. H. B. Le-
froy) that some seales might be out to
the extent of pounds in the country dis-
triets. Under onr present Aet no errer
tables are provided for, and a scale might
he one oz. out or four or five ozs. ont.
Whether a  farmer is selling a side of
baeon or half a sheep, or any other com-
modify to his neighbours it is just as much
a misdemeanour under this Bill for the
Farmer to give short weight as it is for
the shopkeeper in the City of Perth to
do so to any one who buys from hin.
What more does one want? We want
an Act to hold the halance befween the
buyer and the seller, and this measure, 1
maintain, does this. If a farmer or any
man out-back has a scale, and this scale
is of a certain class, and is out in the
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weighing to the extent of, say, one lb. or
one oz, or half an oz, in seven, under
ihe Bill we ean denl with him. There
is an crror table provided for. 1f a cer-
Lain class of scale is half an oz. out or any
olher amount in a lb., even to the extent
of seven or eight or nine graius, an error
margin is allowed, but if the scale is
faulty beyond the margin allowed for,
the man can be prosecuted for having cor-
vupt seales in his possession—and rightly
so, too., Under. our presenl Act an in-
spector has no option but to take the
man’s word for i, and to tell him to get
lis seales put right, and has no power to
order the eonfisealion of the scales in any
way.. We now come to the question of
computing scales. Most hon. members
have, perhaps, been into shops and seen
these scales, There are two beaws; one
beam weighs the amount in weight and
has a slip weight on the end, and the
other beam is on the top and gives the
purchase amount. These heams are sup-
posed to work in unison one with the
other, and the two beams to go up to-
ewether. I have had opportunities for see-
ing these machines, and I took the Col-
onial Secrelary to certain places which
used these seales. In one instanee a 14 1b,
weight was placed upon the weighing
plate on one of these computing secales.
The 14 b, slip-weight was adjusted on the
weighing beam, and the halanee was true
at 14 Ibs. The avernge man who goes
mto n shop and wishes to buy 14 lhs. of
polatoes will see these potatees put on
the scale and will say to himself' as the
weight s registered, “T am getiing 14 1bs.
weighl and I am quite satisfied.” But on
the computing beam of the same seale that
the C'otonial Seeretary saw a comnmodity
was being sold at 1s. a 1b. The purchase
weighed 14 1bs. as far as the weight beam
was concerned, but a glance at the eom-
puling bheam showed a value of 15s. 8d.,
that the seller of the goods got for the
14 1hs, weight at 1s. a lb. If, in the opin-
ien of the Minister, he can find out that
snch scales are being used under this mea-
snre he s given authority to do away
with this elass of scale altogether, In
sapport of this, T want to read an adver-
tisement which has to do with a certain



[31 Avgust, 1915.]

class of scale. The advertisement is as
follows:—
Can you do this on your scale? Buy

20 Ibs. of loin pork at 9 cents a lb., re-

tail them . at the same price

and get your money back. We can on

our scale, and return you a profit of 3

per cent,

That is not a bad sort of seale for a store-
Keeper to have.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: A profitable enter-
prise.

Mr, FOLEY: But it is a bad scale for
the man receiving 8s. or 9s, a day in the
metropolitan area, It is a bad scale for
the man in the Gwalia distriet, say, work-
ing for 11s, a day 3,000 feet down in bad
air and under other adverse conditlons.
No Act can he too strong or too drastic
to put down this kind of thing. I am
satisfied that when the Minister has the
necessary authority every member of this
House will back him up in. keeping out
that class of seale. There is another class
of scale with which the Minister under
this Bill will have power to deal, whilst
the existing law does not enable him to
interfere in any way whatever, As I
said previously, an inspector who finds
a  scale registering eorreet weight al-
though giving short weight Lo the buyer,
is left without an argument, and cannot
bring the dishonest trader into court and
prosecuie him for doing what is praeti-
cally the same as putting his hand into
the customer’s pocket and stealing his
money.

Mr. George: Is that 2 balance seale?

Mr, FOLEY: It is an ordinary spring
seale,

Mr, George: But ordinary spring scales
are not allowed. The Perth City Couneil
abolished them vears ago, and would not
allow them to be used.

Mr. FOLEY: They are to be found in
every batcher’s shop in the metropolitan
avea, almost.

Mr. George: The Perth City Couneil
did away with them years ago.

Mr. FOLEY: I know that the Perth
City Council wrote to the Government
many years ago asking the Government
to do something in the matter. They

431

suggested that power be given to the
Colonial Secretary 1o do something in
the direciion of regulafing spring scales.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is right.

Mr. FOLEY: Up to the present day
nothing bas been done. The law then
existing has never been repealed or
amended, but is still in force; and no
other reguolation has been made, except
the one governing weights and measures;
not even when my friend who interjected
was a member of the Perth City Coun-
cil.

Alr. George: The city couneil did i

Mr. FOLEY : They meant to do it, but
they did not do it. If they did it, how
is it all these spring scales are being
used at the present time? They ave to
be found in the butchers’ shops and gen-
erally in shops. One may see the shop-
keeper in the early morning puiling the
spring seale down 50 as to hring it to
the direet line starting at nought.

Mr, George: You mean a sort of spring
balance?

Alr, FOLEY: Yes. Every change in
atmospherie conditions alters the tension
of the spring. Arrangements have been
invented for the purpose of doing away
with any alleration of tension from at-
mospheric eonditions,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: But this Bill does
not aim at remedying that.

Mr. TOLEY: Yes, it does.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: YWhere?

Mr. FOLEY: Tt gives power fo pro-
hibit the use of eertain seales and to regu-
late what seales shall be used.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : TUnder what
clanse?
Mr, FOLEY: When we come to the

Commitlee stage I intend to suggest an
amendment  empowering the Colonial
Seeretary to decide what scales shall not
be used. Then, when the inspectors in
the eourse of their duty find in use scales
which are a detriment to honest, legiti-
male, and fair trading, lhe Minister will
have the opportunity of saying that that
elass of scale shall not be used. Some
seales will weigh 11bh. ecorrectly; they may
weigh correetly up to 7lhs.; but it will
sometimes be found that in weighing



482

24lbs. they are a quarter of a pound out.
It is a wrong thing to permit the use of
scales which do not weigh correctly up
to their top himit. I do not say for one
moment that all the seales of this kind
now in Western Anstralia are being used
for the henefit of the man behind the
counter, becanse I know thoroughly well
that sueh is not the fact. T have had the
opportunity of speaking with men who
know the subject, and they tell me that
there are shopkeepers seclling their com-
modities by means of such seales at the
present time and giving greater weight
than they should do. There was one
very reputable firm in the South-West—
many members of this Chamber know the
gentleman comprising that firm—used for
many years a secale which in a 7lb, hag
gave away two ounces and in the 14lh.
bag gave away four ounces. Until it was
proved to the firm that the scale was
wrong, this went on. It is equally unjnst
to have a scale which harms the man
selling as it is to have one which injures
the man buying, The present Bill gives
the Minister the right to go into the ques-
tion of platform scales. Personally I
consider the Minister should have power
over seales irrespective of whether they
are nsed in a shop or on a railway sta-
tion. Wherever goods are sold by weight,
or scales are used for the purpose of
determining a monetary consideration in
respect of goods, the direct snpervision
of the Government should extend.

Mr. George: Are- not railway seales
properly tested?

Mr. FOLEY: In my opinion they are
not.

Mr, George: They are tested.

Mr. FOLEY : T know they are tested.
However, T wish to point out that even
under the Bill as it stands the Minister
has an opportunity to appoint, by regu-
lation, inspectors from the police foree.
There is nothing, so far as I can see, to
prevent the Minister from appointing a
man to an inspectorship and then making
him a member of the police force as re-
gards the administration of this measure.
Thus the measure would accomplish
what the Honcrary Minister said he
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wished. I know that the Railway Depart-
tment liave adjusters going round ull aver
the railway system, and those men shoulil
know their work.

Mr. George: Do not they know it%

My, FOLEY: I am not going {o say
what they do know or do not know; but
those adjusters could be sworn in and
hecome police eonstables so far as this
measure is concerned. They conld con-
tinue their work as hitherto, the only dif-
ference being that they would come under
the authority of the Commmssioner of
Police, After all, if it is good enough
to place under the control of lhe police
the weighing machines and weighing uten-
sils of all classes of business men, it is
good enough to put the weighing machines
of the Railway Department under the
same control. I bhelieve that if the Min-
ister placed the Railway Department ad-
justers under the control of the Com-
missioner of Police it would be well for
the purposes’of this measure.

Mr. George: In that case the adjusters
would be under dual eontrol.

Mr. FOLEY: That is a matter which
can be arguned out in Cominittee. Now
T come to a point to which 1 desive to
direct the special attention of my farm-
ing friends, who sell wheat, and to whowm
a vaviation of 2d. or 3d. in a bag means
a great denl. I want the members of the
Country party to listen to this, So far as
platform seales are concerned, the ques-
tion docs not so much affeet the people
who sell. When a platform seale is sold.
the scale should be tested and stamped at
the head office before it is sent out—
stamped and certified as correct. At the
present ilme that is not done. If the
seale and the weights are stamped as cor-
rect, it is a guarantee that the purchaser
is starting off serateh so far as his nfen.
gils are eoncerned, If, however, the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George)
bought one platform seale and the mem-
ber for Trwin (Mr. James Gardiner)
at the same time bought another, and if
they happened fo live in the same town,
it might oecur, in all honesiy, that the
weights for the two respective scales
might become mixed in transit, wilh the
result that the member for Murray-Wel-
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lington received the weights intended for
the member for Trwin. The further re-
sult would be that, the weights being
changed, the seale would net balance
truly. Tn England this difficulty has
Leen overcome by a very simple method.
The slip wetght put on a certain machine
to weigh 2 ¢wt. has to be 2lbs, in weight.
The adjuster will put that weight on and
weigh the 2 ¢wl., and lie will set the beam
of the seale to the weight authorised. Then
to weigh 1 cwt., he will put the 1 1b. slip
weight on the seale and adjust it accord-
ingly. "T'o weigh 56 lbs, he lakes the 14-Ih.
din weight and adjusts the seale again.
Chen it does not matter how the weights
get mixed up. Any man supplying that
scale is safe and has a fair chance of
cetting proper consideration for the man
to whom he is selling the seale, In the
cage of an ordinary slip weight put on an
Avery machine, the average man who
knows nothing aboui weighing will say,
“I am giving honest weight, because I
am putfing the 5Glbs, weight on.” He may
take an Avery of a Fairbunk seale wiih
slip weights, and yet, although he may
be perfectly honest and be utterly with-
out any wrongful intent, yet, if an in-
spector happened to come along, the man
might be prosecuted for giving shovt
weight. So far as this State is coneerned,
if the standardisation of weights is
bronght about and the slip weights are
used for the weighing of wheat or any-
thing else sold over platform seales, it is
woing to he the means of remedying any
injustice that may be done at present to
sellers under sueh conditions. T know
of one man who the year before last
bought 148,000 bags of wheat in this
State. He bonght that guantity in the one
season, The seales over which he bought
the wheat were in his favour to the extent
of 114 lbs. in lhe 'bag. Each bag that
man bought was 114 lbs. over the weight
for whieh he paid. If the total quantity
represented by the difference per bag were
estimated, I doubt whether ore hon. men-
ber of this Chamber would care to put
it into a truek hefore he had his breakfast.
This ineident proves that no matter how
goud the inspeciors are, however intent on
doing their duty, the existing legislafion
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does not afford the honest trader the
chance that he should have against a dis-
honest trader. The remedy is to test,

. stamp, and certify all scales before allow-

ing them to pass into nse. Before they
leave the City of Perth, before they are
sold, they should be tested and stapped
and certified; and all weights nsed should
be standardised. We should not continue
merely to adjust the machine to a true
balance and let any and every weight he
used. Even in Western Australia at
the present time I doubt whether there
are more than a dozen coples of the
standard right throegh the State.

Mr. 8. Slubhs: There are not thal
many,

Mr. FOLEY: There are to my know-
ledge copies at Fremantle, Midland June-
tion, Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Albany, Kan-
owna and York, but where there is no
standard there is no inspeection. Be-
tween York and Albany there are no
proper testing facilities, and in the
wheat distviets there is likely to happen
every day what I have told hon, mem-
bers, and what I can prove to be right,
namely, the incident I referred to in re-
gard to the buying of wheat. Second
hand scales are often purchased by agri-
culturists in this State, and when the
wheat season is over there may be no
further need for the man who iz out
buying to use those scales, Then they
are brought in and put into a room and
all the weights are thrown into a corner.
Next year they are used irrespective of
the make of seales and irrespective of
adjustment in balance of a partieular
scale, The result is that they may be
pounds out against the man for whom
a purchase is heing made. This Bill will
give the seller and the buyer justice, and

_after all, that is what we require. [

wonld say to members thai, no matter
what amendment is made to the measure
we want to see that the Government and
the Government alone have conlrol,
not in one part of the State, but
right  throughont. In  that  way,
every man, no matter in how remote
a part of the State he may be, will
be able at least to get a share of justice,
and as much as the man who lives in a
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more populated centre. I could tell the
House of many things that have eome
under my notice so far as purchasing is
concerned. Short weight very often ap-
plies, and in many instances storekeep-
ers, on getting a box of butter from the
factory, dispose of it in light weight
quantities with the machines that they
use. The honest trader should be pro-
tected over the dishonest trader in this
respect. Say butter is 1s, 4d. a 1h. and
that there are five honest traders and
one who is dishonest. The latter will
say that he will drop the price 1d. per
lIb. and with the aid of his seale has the
advantage over the honest trader by
reason of the faet that he dees riot give
full weight for the reduced price, We
have no power over such a dishonest
trader at the present time, baut the Bil
provides that the trader who is honest
shall be protected. So long as one thinks
that the price he is giving is fair, he
gives it, and he has the right to expect
the correct weight. Every (evernment,
irrespective of its political belief, should
do its utmost to see that this condition
of things is brought abont, and that all
classes of the community get what they
pay for. I have gone into this question
thoroughly and have had many conver-
sations on the matter with the Colonial
Seeretary, and I belteve, if the measure
becomes law, it will bring about what
we all desire to sce in the State, and
that is fair consideration for everyone,
and the protection of the honest trader
against the man who is dishonest, as far
as business methods are concerned,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellingten)
[5.50] : Every hon. member in the House
will agree that it is desirable that cor-
rect weight should be given. I merely
rose to say that a firm like Avery's
makes scales, the accuracy of which ean-
not be questioned. That firm lLas been
established for very many years, and it
holds a reputation in (ireat Britain see-
ond to mone in eonnection with the turn-
ing out of a first class ariiele; the name
and their results are guaraniees of the
best workmanship. T hope hon. mem-
bers are fully seized with the import-
ance of the matter as it affects the rail-
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ways. It is not a question that may be
settled in a few words. The Railway
Department have a large staff of ad-
justers who are alwnys travelling from
one part of the Stale to the other, test-
ing and adjusting machines. 8¢ far as
the platform scales are concerned, it
must not be forgoiten that they are ex-
posed, not only to the weather, but to
{he use of anyone who may be passing.
I dare say hon. members themselves
have used them to learn their weight
and children, too, have been known to
play with them, but the position taken
up by the railways in regard to the
seales and wagon weighing machines is
that they are not the medimmn between
the buyer and the seller. There is no
railway system in existence—and I am
pretty well familiar with most of them
—which does not lay down what I may
ferm an axiom ; the railways simply
weigh for the purpose of caleulating the
freight. Do hon. members know that the
weighing of trucks in the Perth yards
goes on while the trains are actually
travelling?

My, Harrison: But payments are not
made on thase weights.

Mr. GEORGE: That may be, but I am
speaking of the practice of the Railway
Department, and hon. members must be
carefnl about what they do, so as nof to
upset the arrangements of that depart-

ment, As I have stated, the bulk
of the weighing for the rail-
ways is done while the tirzins are

in motion; that e¢an be seen in the Perth
vards at any time. 1f the department had
to slop a train and weigh every iruek
singly, it would not he possible to marshall
Lhe trains and keep the yards elear. The
tare of the railway trucks is taken twice
a year; it would not be possible with a
thousand trucks to tare every day. It
could not e done, and iff people are sell-
g rom railway weights they have either
to take the risk as to the weight, or else
arrange to have their own weighing
done oun the ordinary ecart and wagon
weighing machines in Perth, If we in-
sisied apon it, that the Railway Commis-
sioner must tare every truck praetically
every day, and weigh every wagou stand-
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ing, we would simply paralyse the traffic
in all centres of the Stale. I am af one
with hon. members who desire that we
shonld have full weights, but [. want
them, when dealing with this question, lo
think it out to a praetical issne, and to
ask themselves whether they are requiring
the Rajlway Commissioner (o do a rea-
gonable thing, and whether it can be ear-
ried out. Weights and measures should
always be accurate, but when the Bill is
in Committee, and it is sought to mike
amendments, hon. members will have {o
hae eareful that they are not imposing dis-
abilities on the people they are desirous
of assisting,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: What about tue
siailet scales of the Railway Depari-
ment?

Mr. GEORGE: T have referred to
those; they arve all {ested and I think they
are fairly reliable. The Railway Depart-
ment have their own staff of adjuslers,
but that is no reason why ihose scales
shonld not be made part of the system
under the Bill. The system of the Rail-
way Department can be relied upon, aud
there is the fear {hat if we have two bosses
dealing with the one particalar class of
men, we shall have one working againgt
the other. 1f we have someone else as
well in eharge of any portion of a
great concern like the Railway De-
partment, I think it will tend to dim-
inish the authority of those who are in
supreme eommand. The hon. member who
spoke last made some reference to the
manufacture of scales. I have seen many
scales made, but T do not know of any
get that wight be said fo be ahsolutely
rerfect. So far as weighing macshiies
are concerned, the Lmportant parts are
all made of hardened steel, that is, the
cenfre pivot, tlie outside pivofs and all
the bearings heing of scteel. There are
some cast iron parts; there wust be those.
There may, too, he castings, instead of
steel in some makes, but not in any of
those that I have seen. There may.
defects, and there are many things that
one cannot see. I do aot profess to have
seen them all. T have had an Avery
geale at Claremont and its pivots are of
steel, I also have an Avery platform
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machine at my farm and the pivots
are of steel. What the hon. mem-
ber has said with regard to the weights
is corvect, but every platform machine
has its own adjuster on it until vou
get o perlect balance, and when you get
that you are as close as you can possibly
be to aceuracy. 1 repeat, we must be
carelul that we do not place any disabili-
ties on farmers and others in tie way of
wetting scales tesled. And if {he secales
have to be sent some distance. what is the
farmer or the storekeeper to do while they
are heing lested? The hon. member was
right in saying that before these things
are sold they should bear the imprim-
atur of the State, as having been tested.
The cost of this would be money well
spent. In Birmingham no weights are
ullowed to be used unless they bear the
stamp of the municipal council. Some
vears ago the Perth City Counecil went to
sonsiderable expense in maintaining the
standard of weights and measures, and.
they had an inspector, a Mr. Collins I
think, who tested hundreds and hundreds
of these different machines every year.
Sprieg balanees the city council was dead
against, and would not allow them to e
used, Flon, members should exercise a fair
amounnt of enution and Lhought before in-
terfering with the weighing system ex-
isting on the Railways. For final accept-
anee the measure must be practicable,
and must not interfere in cases in which
it would be proved impracticable,

Mr. 8. BTURBS (Wagin) [6.2]: The
Bill should commend itself to every mem-
ber, One or two of the points touched

_upon by the member for Murray-Welling-

ton {Mr. Genrge} are open to diseussion,
and I desire to place my views upon
them hefore the Chamber, I have often
sent a truck toad of produce down to the
City, Tt i1s weighed at Wagin hefore
teaving, notwithstanding which, when I
sell it i Perlh it is boughi only on the
condition that Perth roilway weights are -
lo be accepted. Very often a grave in-
justice is done in this eonnection. The
diserepancy  between 1he :weighbridge
weirhis af Wagin and the weights of the
Railway Department in Perth would as-
tound hon, mnembers.
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The Minister for Mines: Is the weigh-
bridge at Wagin a railway one?

Mr, 8. STUBBS: Yes. If I weigh a
truck of oais at five tons 14 ewt., my ae-
countant works out the oats at so much
per bushel on the weights given. Oun
reaching Perth the oats are removed from
the truck to the purchaser’s lorry and
over the railway weighbridge, and I am
bound to accept those weights. The
position is not quite as the member for
Murray-Wellington thinks it is. If the
provisions of the Bill are to apply to my
stores in the ecouniry, they shounld alse

apply to the Railway Departiment’s
weighbridge.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henorary

Minister) : Why cannot the raibway in-
spectors adjust these scales?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: They shonld he
brought under the provisions of the Bill.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) - It is not necessary, the Com-
missioner of Railways is honest.

r. 8. STUBBS: I claim to be just as
honest as le is. I have not doubted the
Commissioner’s honesty. The seales at
Wagin and at Perth should not differ at
any time. If the Government really have
this stafl of officers adjusting the weights,
there is a serew loose somewhere.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): 1t 18 in the railway inspeec-
tion.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: It is absolutely true
that the farmers and the country people
have lost thousands of pounds a year for
vears rast in consequence of the discre-
paney in weights on the Railways alone,
and if some provision can be inserted in
the Bill which will keep the railway seales
and weights properly adjusted it will be
a step in the right direction. The mem-
ser for Leonora (Mr. Foley) has evi-
dently made a special study of weights
and seales. 1 regret that in kis denun-
cintion of the manufacturers of inefficient
scales, he should have mentioned the
names of one or two firms with whom 1
have had lerfethy business transactions. 1
claim to know as mueh about the manu-
factures of scales as any hon. member,
and if he says that certain firms whom 1
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have in my mind manufacture inefficient
seales, his statement is at least inexact,

Mr, Foiey: Would you believe it if I
brought up a pair and showed you?9

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I have sold thou-
sands of them without receiving any com-
plaints, and nearly all T sold in Perth
were adjusted by the city council and
stamped by Mr. Pearee, the inspector. If,
as Che hon, member says, certain well-
known firms have manufactured scales
from shoddy material, all I can say is it
must have happened very recently. I feel
certhin some mistake has been made. How-
ever, 1 hope the Bill will serve to punish
the dishonest trader, I do not agree with
the proposition that ihe police should
administer the measure. That responsi-
bility should be left to the loeal authori-
ties, who shonld be given power to dele-
gale their administration to the police in
respect to any outlying area in their re-
speclive districts and, if necessary, to
provide that any penalties imposed shall
be paid info the Police Benefit Fund as
a recompense for the extra duties east
apon the officers. To ask the police to
administer the law in its entirety is im-
practicable. Tt would mean that no con-
viction could ever be secured, because
most certainly the magistrate would re-
quire proof that the policeman was a com-
petent man to judge the seales, and that
he had the proper standard with him
when he discovered the alleged offence.
Again, 1 object to the suggestion that the
police would insitute prosecutions with
a view to seenring half of the fines im-
posed. T am sure there is not a police
aflicer in the Sfate wlio would act on such
haze motives. Tn any case, the policemen
should not be put in such a position, I
mtend to oppose that provision when in
Committee. Most certainly, if there is a
provision in fhe Bill for half the fines to
be paid Lo the palice, T will oppose it. I
have no hesitation in saying that on the
whole the Bill is a good one, and worthy
of a place on the statuie-book.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [6.12]:
T also had made up my mind to oppese
that provision, hut when I looked through
the Bill T failed to find it. Tt is not in
the Bill at all, notwithstanding the state-
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ment ol the lonorary Minister on thy
second reading. It seems that it was in
the draft Bill, although it is not in the
Bill as printed. The member for Leonora
{Mr. Foley) gave us a very fine exposi-
tion of what can be done with weights
and measures, and explained how people
can be cheated, showing us how customers
buying over the counter can receive short
weight without being aware of it. I have
gone carefully through ihe Bill without
discovering anything which would satisfy
me that, even wunder this measure, it
would be an offence for a shopkeeper
to supply short weight to customers in
certain circumstances. If the eommeodity
purchased is delivered, it is provided that
a delivery note must be delivered with it.
{f the delivery nolc is wrong, if the in-
correct weight is stated upon it, thai
will constitute an offence, But if a
person purchases something across the
counter and the shopman drops it on the
scales heavily, as be often does, and grabs
it off quickly, the customer goes away
thinking he has received the ecorrect
weight. Tn these circumstances, if, when
lic gets home, he finds that after all the
weight is short, that does nob preve any
offence on the pari of the shopkeeper.

Nilling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Adir. B. J. STUBBS : Before tea 1
pointed out that, in my opinion, this Bill
did not afford sufficient protection for
purchasers buying commoditics over the
counters of shops. A few years ago a
certain ecommodity was being offered for
sale in this State, and there was very
keen competition between the merchanis
selling it. One morning the trade were
considerably surprised at the announce-
ment by ome merchant of a price at
which the others well knew it was im-
possible to sell withont losing a consider-
able amount of money, and they aiso
knew that this merchant was pot in a
position fo lose much over the transac-
tion. A number of business people hap-
prened to meet in a merchant’s office in
town, and after discussing the matter,
they resolved to send out and purchase
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some of this eommodity, When it was
broughi in, one of them accidentally
placed the parcel on the scales, and found
that it was some ounces Short of the
weight it purported to be. They then
sent out and bought various guantities
of the commodity, and each package
showed the same proporiion under
weight, whieh distinctly pointed to the
fact that systematic short-weight selling
was being practised and that this alone
enabled the pariicular merchant o re-
duce his priee and undersell the olhers.
This sort of thing is distinetly unfair
and, under the law exisiing at present,
that merchant eould not be brought to
hook for what is undoubtedly an offence.
After a careful perusal of this Bill I am
convineed that there is no adequate pro-
vision to meet sueh a case now. 1 hdmit
this is a very diffienlt matter upon which
to legislate because, while giving pur-
chasers ecertain protection, we might be
placing in their hands powers capable
of being dishonestly used against the
trader. There might be people in the
community who, for one purpose or
another, might purchase something ai a
shop and, on reaching home, reduce the
weight of it and then charge the shop-
keeper with having sold light weight. Tn
sueh a case as the one I mentioned, where
there was unimpeachable evidence that a
large quanlity of a particular commodity
was heing sold under weight, the dis-
honest trader should be brought to hook.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : That was through having bad
seales,

Mr. B, .J, STUBBS: No, it was not.
Tt was systemagic underweight selling to
undercut competitors and perhaps to
drive some of [hem oub of business alto-
gether. Such a practice should not be
allowed by law.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): He must have faked his
scales,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There was no
necessity to do so because people who
call at a shop to make a purchase do not
minntely examine what they buy. Very
often the seller simply drops the stuff
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on the scales and lifts it off before the
buyer ean see what the weight is,

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: Sleight of hand—fea and
sugar bushranging,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1f a person, on
reaching home, discovers ihat he has heen
given short weight, it should he evidence
against the seller.

Mr, Foley: That is in this Bill.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Well, 1 cannot
discover it. The member for Wagin
wanted the Railways brought under the
measure, and he nrged i advoeacy of it
that many people in the couniry, buyers
and sellers of wheat parficularly, nse the
railway weighis as their guide and trade
upon those figures. The object of this
measure is to provide a fair and honest
system of trading belween buyer and
seller; it is to ensure that people buying
a commodity shall receive the eorrect
weight from the seller, but according fo
the member for Wagin, there are ountside
people buying and selling and for their
ownh convenience sake using the weights
supplied hy the Railway Department,
and he urged because of ihat the Rail-
way Department should be hronght under
the Bill. TUnless the Commissioner of
Railways is a seller himself, T eannot see
why he shounld be bronght under the Rill,

Hen. J. Mitehell: No, he is a earrier;
he charges freight.

Mr., B. J. STUBBS: For lhe purpose
of freight it is not necessary to lave such
minnte adjustments of weight as when
buying and selling.

Mr. S. Stubbs: T hought some chaff at
Dumbleyung from farmers and paid on
Dumbleyung weights. When it got to
Kalgoorlie it weighed so muoch less, and
I lost the money represented by the

differcnee.  Should 1 be penalised like
that?
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Flonorary

Minister) :
do.

AMr, 8. Btubbs: They had nothing to
do with it,

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): They got there somehow.

It shows what farmers wiil
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Mr. B, J. STUBBS: The hon. member
was using the railway weighis for the
purpose of buying and selling for his
own convehience,

Mr. - Heitmann:
ineorrect weights,
or otherwise.

AMr. B. J. STUBBS: But to urge that
the Railway Dopartment should be
hronght under the Bill becanse merchants
desive to use the railway weights for
their own convenience is not a fair pro-
position,

Mr. Hettmann: They ave dealing with
a public utility.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS, That is-true, but
it is not necessary to have such minute
weights for freight as for buying and
selling purposes.

My, 8. Stobbs: Why not?

My, B. J. STUBBS: There is one pro-
vision to which I take strong exception,
namely, that all municipalities which to-
dav have copies of the standard weights
and measures should bhand them to the
Police Department withont receiving any
compensation for them.

There should be no
whether Governinent

The I’remier: There is compensation,
for we are relieving them of the expense
of undertaking the inspections.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: These copies, 1
understand, cost about £30. There are
abont 12 municipalities in the State
whieh have cndeavoured to earry out the
exisfing law and have provided them-
selves with these copies. They have spent
the ratepayers’ meney in procuring these
conveniences.

The Premier: Not necessarily,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is a faef; and.
to ask them to hand them over to another
department, the Government, is unfair.
The Premier interjecied that the Govern-
ment were relieving those municipalities
of expense. They are not relieving them
of expense, but of some revenue. True,
they do not get a great deal from the
fines inflicted at present, buf they get
some, and there is no extra charge in-
volved to the muniecipalities in earrying
out the Act because their inspectors have
to be employed any way.
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The Minister for Works: 1t has never
been carried oul.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Government
have no right to ask wmunicipalities to
hand over, free of charge, these utensils
on which they have spent the ratepayers’
money.

The Premier:
sidy ?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: They are entitled
to the subsidy.

The Premier: Entitled!

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Whether the Gov-
ernment pay a subsidy or not does not
affect this question, The munieipalities
are entitled to if.

The Premier: How are they entitled
lo it?

Mr, B, J. STUBBS: The Premier im-
agines that the local governing bodies
exist for the purpose of being fleeced by
the Government. These bodies exist fo
carry out very necessary functions of
government, functions which have been
delegated to them by Parliament. For
the purpose of carrying out some of those
functions they have spent their rate-
payers’ money, and if the Government
wish to relieve them of artieles they have
purchased to that end, they are justified
in asking for compensation. In Commit-
tee I intend to move that this provision
he deleted or that provision be made for

What about the sub-

the payment of eompensation for copies,

of standard weighis and measures which
the munieipalities have purchased.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[7.45]: The Bill is a far-reaching mea-
sure. T believe the intentions of the Hon-
orary Minister are good, or they were
good when he framed the Bill. He does
not, however, quite understand it. Some
of the proposals will stagger even the
Minister when he comes lo understand
the clauses we are discussing. Neo doubt
the Honorary AMinister has had several
complaints. Of eourse there are dishomest
traders but they are not all dishonest.
After listening to some hon. members
one would imagine that everyone who
sells anything is a thief, and that anyone
who buys does not get the proper weight.
That, however, is not so. The great bulk
of the people who supply commodities to
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the public are people who trade honestly.
The hon., member for Subiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) contends that the Railway De-
partment need not be asked to treat us
fairly in ihe matler of freight seeing that
we are paying the Railway Department
two millions of money a year, and that it
does not matter whether the weights are
out 5 per cent, or not. I would point out
that 3 per cent.on two millions is £100,000
a year. 'The Premier ¢ught to help us to
arrange with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to give the correct weight at all
times. It is impossible for the farmer to
weigh his own goods on the farm. It is
also impossible fo send weighing ma-
chines around his feld, or to supply the
weight of the wheat or hay which he sells
in large quantities to the merchaunts. The
usual custom is to accept the railway
weighbridge weights. We know they are
not accurate, and that we cannot expeet
the Commissioner to take any responsi-
bility in connection with them.

The Minister for Works: Do they not
use private scales for weighing wheat?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We know the

- Railway Commissioner {akes no respon-

sibility.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The poor farmer can be re-
lied npon to take the weight by his scales.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That shows the
ignorance of the Honorary Minister. This
Bill only provides for the sellers’ scales
Lo be tested.

The Attorney General:
in¢lude huyer and seller?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The seller has
to weigh and to supply the proper weight
to the buyer. If a man goes into a shop
to buy pgoods he is entitled to see the
scales that are used in weighing such
goods, When the farmer sends away
stuff from his farm he has to send an
invoice setting out the weight of the
goods as provided. It is obvious that the
buyer can use any scales he pleases. The
Bill is simply for his protection, Tt
should be possible to arrange with the
Comumissioner lo weigh all our truek
loads and supply the weight. We recog-
nise that this cannot be done for nothing,
and T helieve the farmers would be pre-

Does it not
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pared to pay a small eharge for the con-
venience, Tt would pay them to do tlus.
If weights are to be supplied by the Com-
missioner they onght to be as accurale
as possible.

The Premier: Have you read Clause
52¢%

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes.

The Premier: It is not there.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Has the Pre-
mier read Clanse 1047

The Premier: There are only 51
clauses in the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
about the Bill

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : I have not seen much yet that
vou don’t know all ahout,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I know all
about the Honorary Minister. We have
had so many confessions from him on so
many oeeasions that I wonder he ven-
tures upon an interjeetion of that sort. I
think we should ask the Commissioner to
give us the aceurate weight. Why should
we pay more freight than is right? If
the Commissioner professes to weigh
goods why shonld he not weigh them ac-
curately? The member for Murray-Wel-
lington {Mr. George)} says that the trucks
are merely run over the weighbridges,
and that it is impossible to take aceurate
weights, That is a grave assertion to
make.

The Premier: The system is as aceurate
as any other in the world.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier
does not know anything about the sysiem
liere, or anywhere else. Farmers have a
right to expect the Government to help
them as far as they ean. The Honorarv
Minister, who possesses a farm at
Tammin, knows well that when he sends
his wagon loads of wheat and hay to be
sold he must supply the railway weight
to the man who buys his produce. The
Minister has framed the Bill, I suppose,
because complaints have reached his ears.
He says it is not satisfactory that muni-
cipalities should any longer administer
the Act. I daresay municipalities will be
pleased to be relieved of the responsibili-
ties. Apparently he is going to make use

I know all
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of the police. That will be a very far-
reaching system, and T suppose it will be
more satisfaeiory. = It is, bowever, a
wrong principle that half the amount of
the fines inflicted should be paid to the
poliee benefit fund. 1 do mnol lknow
whether the police are expeeted fo perse-
cute people, or whether they are expected
to see that the weights and measures logis-
lation in regard to buying and selling is
earried out properly. It is ridiculous to
expeet thal a policeman should be at the
elbow of every man who buys a lb. of
butter. All we ean do iz to see that the
man who buys this 1h, of butter has a
reasonable chanee of having the weight
taken by correct weighte. Tn business
malters it is impossible to set up complate
proteetion, and in my opinien the Bill
aims at the impossible. 11 provides that
everything sold shall be weighed and that
the seales should be tested. That is right.
1t seems also lo controi all confracts, the
carriage of goods, delivery, and every-
thing, T am wnot sure thai railways are
not inelnded. If railways are included
the wember for Wagin (Mr. 8. Stnbbs)
will, T suppose, be perfectly satisfied. 1L
sets up a wmeasure by which a cheek is
to be kept in connection with timber.
T venture to say that if a man ecufs a
sleeper under the proper measurement he
will be liable to be fined £20, I believe
that is what the Bill provides for, There
is no need to go to unnecessary lengths in
legislation of this sort. We only need
to see (hat the vefail purchaser is pro-
tecled.

My, Foley: Do not the wholesale people
need protection?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : They look
after themselves very well. If the Hon-
orary Minister will change the purpese
of the Bill to compel the man who buys
to have correet weights and measures, he
will, I admit, be helping the farmers to
some exient. That, however, is not pro-
vided urvder the Bill, The obligation to
keep correct seales is cast npon the seller
whether he 1s a farmer or a storekeeper,
The Bill is hadly drafted in many par-
ticulars, and will be very costly o ad-
ninister, I de not propose to eriticise
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tho Honorary Minister now, but in eom-
nmitfee we can deal with several clauses
that will need amendment, I hope that if
we cannot alford ample protection for our
primary producers the Honorary Minis-
ter will at least see that it is no use
worrying them by asking them to do the
impossihle.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : 1f yon don’t worry, I will
not.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: We¢ expect to
et seven million bags of wheat from the
agrienltural districts of this State during
the coming harvest, and the Honorary
Minister under this Bill will compel every
farmer to keep tested seales and have his
weights tested. Is it reasonmable to ask
farmers (o weigh their seven million bags
of wheat? TIf the seller i1s going to take
Government weights then he should be
allowed f{o take Government Railway
weights. Tf he is willing to take the
weights set up by the purchasers he
should he allowed (o do so. Unless the
(tovernment ean offer some measure of
protection it is no use passing legis-
lation that will mean a counsiderable loss
to the people, and from which they will
dervive no good. I am not going to oppose
the second rending of the Bill. A Bill of
this sort is needed. I am, however, going
to oprose some of the provisions ineluded
m it by the Honorary Minister.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: So amn TI.

Mr. WANSBROUGH  (Beverley)
[7.35]: ‘The necessity for this measure
has been hrought abont largely by reason
of the agilation which has taken place
more partiendarly in the metropolifan-
suburhan area, and also to a considerable
decree in couniry disfriets. T think the
main idea of those who drafted the Bill
was the protection of those in the metro-
politan-subnrban area. No adequate pro-
vision has heen made for the systematic
inspection of weighing machines in eoun-
try distriets.

HHon. R. .
Minister) : Yes.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: [ say, no. Fur-
" iher, no provision is made for travelling
inspeetors.

Underwood  (Honorary
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : There is provision in the Bill
for inspectors all over the State.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Clause § of the
Bill sets out that inspectors under the
measure shall be under the diveetion of
the Commisisoner of Police and that police
constables shall be appointed as inspec-
tors.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Every policeinan can be made
an inspector.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : How many
policemen are there in a country distriet
to do this work? )

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : Sufficient to keep the agricul-
turists in order, '

Mr. WANSBROUGH: I maintain that
the clause should be amended in this res-
pect, alLthough T do not say that the Com-
missioner of Police should be altogether
Iimited in regard to his administration,
One matler has been g¢verlooked by the
previcus speakers, and that is the neces-
sity for making provisien for greater
weighing fzeilities in the country districts.
Tt has been suggested that railways shall
be brought under the operation of the
Bill. That is a good suggestion, We will
have this phase of the question facing us
if the Bill is carried in its present form.
The railway weights are adjusted by the
regulations of the railways and are under
their eontrol, and there is.no gnarantee
that the railway standard of weight is
going to be the same as the weights pro-
vided under this Bill. Consequently, the
farmer will find himself sclling on the
railway weighls and subsequently have
his goods run over the municipal weigh-
bridges, and a diserepancy will oceur, I
will take the opportunity in Commiitee
of moving in the direetion that inspection
should be provided for outside the police
force.

Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth)
[7.58]: While congratulating the Gov-
ernment for bringing in this Bill, T am
rather inclined to agree with the hon.
memher for Leonora (Mr. Foley) in
saying that the Honorary Minister has
not given us that information which is
required in connection wth such an im-



492

portant measure as this. I notice that
the purport of the Bill is to regulate,
amongst other things, the sale of coal
and firewood. The whole disecussion in
connection with this Bill has been
directed principally to the hack blocks
and the wheat areas, The importance of
the Bill is this, that it may do a serious

injustice to the small traders ip the
metropolitan area.
The Minister for Works: Sellers or

buyers?

Mr. HARDWICK: The Bill provides
that the vendors of coal and firewood
must weigh their goods. Can the small
trader, of whom there are many in the
metropolitan area, from the extreme end
of East Perth to the extreme end of West
Perth, be expeeted to come into the centre
of the City and await his opportunity
to weigh, in order to send out to a cus-
tomer 5s. or 10s. worth of goods?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: He has {0 provide
his own weighing machines, '

Mr., HARDWICK: The Bill provides
that he must get a machine of his own.
This will cost anything up to £150.

Mr. Belton: That is the East Perth
price.

Mr. Foley: Judging by the loads they
deliver in Perth a 2lb. scale would be
sufficient to weigh them.

Mr. HARDWICK: We cannot confine
them to a small seale heeause of the in-
creased cost of handling, Instead of the
Bill having the effect wbich the House
wishes it to have, namely to cheapen the
price of commodities and to see that the
person purchasing gets a fair deal, it
will have quite the reverse effect. The
cost of handling would eome in, and in
these days, when we are paying rather
high wages, it will reflect against the
purchaser, who will he called upon to pay
more than at present. Therefore I wonld
ask the Hanorary Minister to exercise
the greatest cantion in connection with
this matter, as undoubtedly the ecffect of
what he proposes will be to play into
the hands of the large trader to the detfri-
ment of the small trader. In my opinion
the enaetment of this Bill in its present
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form will lead fo the closing up of many
small wood yards.

The Minister for Works: Are they

.open to eompete with large traders by

selling short weight?

Mr, HARDWICK: That is not so, It
is generally recognised throughout the
metropolitan area that a man putting his
money into this class of husiness is taking
one of the shorfest cuts to tbe bank-
raptey ecourf, There are one or two
wood yards within easy distance of the
Premier’s residence, which is over a mile
from the centre of the City. and if those
men have o come into Perth to get their
wood weighed

The Premier: Tt does not affect me, as
T do not buy firewood,

Mr. HARDWICK : Possibly the hon.
gentleman is in the happy position of
getting it for nothing. I should like the
Honorary Minister to give us a little
more information on this question, and
tell us how the sinall {rader is going to be
affected by this Bill

The Premier: If a trader is honest,
this Bill will not affeet him at all.

Mr. HARDWICK: If a man weighs
his own wood, it means increased hand-
ling, and increagsed handling means that
the consumer eventually will have to pay
extra. There are not many wood yards
within the City boundaries, nor are many
owners of wood wards driving about in
motor cars. The frade represents a mere
existence. To place an imposition on
that class of trader, as proposed by the
Bill, is most unfair; and when the mea-
sure reaches the Committee stage T hope
it will be amended in such a way as to
do justice to the small trader within the
meftropolitan area.

Mr. Bolton: Never mind the consumer.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister—Pilbara—in reply) [8.3]:
The hon. member who has just sat down
has complained that in introducing this
Bill T did not give muel information to
the House. To judge, however, from
the quantity of information hon. mem-
bers generally have displayed, it does
not seem that information from me was
needed. T must say, moreover, that vari-
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ocus members have discovered in  this
Bill many things that I did not know
were contained in it. The member for
Northam (Hon, J. Mitchell) says that [
know nothing about the Bill. All I can
say is that if he is right in his ¢riticism
of the measure, then indeed I do not
know anything about the Bill. It is
just a question, however, of whether he
is right or not, aceording to the law of
averages. Hon. members generally seem
to be of opinion that the Bill is neces-
sary; and, with the exeeption of a little
of what might be called hypereriticism,
there has been no real fault found witi
the measure as placed upon the Table.
The deputy leader of the Opposition
{(Hon, H. B. Lefray) put forward many
eases which really cannot possibly oce-
“eur. IF we were to try to make our
legislation meet soch cases, then we
would have to do without legislation al-
together. Ior instance, he says that 2
farmer selling half a sheep would be
fined if his scales were not branded and
he had not the right weights on. I am
sure the hon. member kuows fhat no
such thing is intended under this Bill,
and that the Bill would not act in the
way he has suggested. One elnuse which
is not in the Bill has caused a great deal
of discussion. That is the clause with
regard to bringing the Commissioner of
Railways within the scope of this mea-
sure. I am sure most members have not
a thorough grip of the position in 7re-
gard to that matter. At the present
time the position is that the Railway De-
partment, so far as weight is eoncerned,
are as correct, or at least try to be as
correct, ns they possibly can he. The
department keep a staff of inspectors
continually employed going round test-
ing seales. They have a complete plant
and a complete sialf.

Mr. George: That is right,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD ({Honor-
ary Minister): Now, to bring the Rail-
way Department under this Bill would
mean either that we must duplieate the
inspectors—that is te say, we would
bave inspectors appointed by the Com-
missioner of Police in addition to the
inspectors appointed by the Commis-
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sioner of Railways—or we would have
to dispense with the Railway Commis-
sioner’s inspectors, men who are
thoroughly versed in railway work, men
wlho ean get round among railways with-
out danger to themselves or to the traf-
fie, and put in their place men who are
unfamiliar with railways and would
not understand their working nearly so
well as the present inspectors do. 'The
proposed new inspectors could not sue-
ceced any better. As a mafter of faet
the Commissioner of Railways endeav-
ours as far as possible to bring his
scales right up to date and to have them
as nearly correct as they can be got. If
it can be proved that the Railway De-
partment’s zeales are wrong, then the
Commissioner is wrong, and it only
means & complaint to the Commissioner
to put his scales right.

Mr. Thomson: But be is not punish-
able; you are exempting him,

Hen. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : Of eourse I am exempt-
ing the Commissnoner of Railways, be-
cause otherwise it would mean duplicat-
ing the work. As the member for Subi-
aco (Mr. B, J. Stubbs} has peinted out,
it is not so mueh a question of the cor-
rectness of the Railway Department’s
scales. As & matter of faet, it is ad-
mitted that the railway seales are cor-
rect. The matter is really one of mak-
ing a convenience for traders who have to
use the railway weights. They want the
coneession of a correet weight as well as .
the carriage of their goods. Let me ex-
plain this, and I think that hon. mem-
ber who kuows so mueh about rail-
ways, and about one or two other ques-
tions, will agree with me. When a train
of wheat is being weighed, that train is
kept continnously moving.

Mr. George: That is what I say.

Hon. R, H, UNDERWQOD (Honor-
ary Minister): As a matter of faect, it
would take up infinitely too much time
to pull that train up as each truck goes
ot the seales. Weighing in the manner
now adopted, the weight is not likely
to be absolutely correct. If hon, mem-
bers want the Railway Deparcnent to go
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in for absolutely correct weighing, then

they must expect to pay for the service.
Mr. Thomson: The Railway Depart-

ment charge for the weighing now.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister); No. They charge for
carrying the weight. As regards the
cart bridges of ihe Railway Department
I am prepared to say that the scales are
as correct under the administration of
the Commissioner of Railways as they
would be under that of the Commis-
sioner of Police. It would be only eom-
plicating the system and getting men
who do not understand railway work to
do that worlk, if the Commissioner of
Railways were ineluded under this Bill.
Now, another proposition has heen
brought forward by several members of
the Country party, who say that under
this measure a farmer would pot be
allowed to sell his wheat without weigh-
ing it or producing an invoice. Ciause
20 of the Bill provides that no person
shall sell any article by retail, except at
certain weights. But the farmer does
not sell by retail.

Mr. Willmott: He might.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : T have no hesitation what-
ever in saying that the farmer, in addi-
tion to all the other concessions he gets,
sbould not have the comcession of being
allowed to use erook scales.

Mr, Willmott: He does not want to do
50.
Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Mimster): The farmer, if he is sell-
ing hy retail, should be compelled to give
weight.

Mr, George: Certainly.

Mr. Thomson: Does not the farmer
want to be protected, too?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minjster) : Is not he being protected
under this Bill?

Mr, Thomsen: That is what we want.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): He is protected in this
way: that when he goes into a store to
buy goods he gets the proper weight that
he is paying for. The proposition that is
being put up is most extraordinary. It
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seems to me thal il is 1mpossible to in-
troduce into this House any subject what-
ever without rnising dark suspicions of
there being another attempt to impose
some burden on the producer. We can-
not toueh any subject without a ery being
raised that Lbhe poor struggling farmer is
fo have another burden placed on his
shonlders. In point of fact, the farmers
have over and over again asked for this
measure.

My, Griffiths: Quite right,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) ; The position is that when
n farmer brings his lead of wheal into a
siding, the wheat buyer has a scale there
and the farmer has to accept the weight
according to that scale.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not very often.

Member: Yes, on the outback sidings.

Hen, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minmster}: We are proteciing the
farmer in seeing that those scales are
right, Not only when he buys will the
farmer get correct weight, but when he
sells he will also have correct weight, on
the buyers’ scales, If that is placing a
burden on the farmer that he will feel so
much, then the farmer must be a weak,
wobbly thing.

Mr. Griffiths: Who made that asser-
tion?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Hon. members opposite.
Now, just a word or two regarding the
police. As T stated when intreducing the
Bill, it has been found that the muniei-
palities do not earry out the existing Act
in anything like a proper manner. That
is to say, some municipalities have at-
tempted to do so, whilst others have made
no attempt at all. Again, in introdueing
the Bill T pointed out that dishonesty in
the weight of goods is the same as dis-
honesty in pocket picking or burglary,
and is, therefore, really a matter for the
police to look after. The member for
Nelson (Mr. Willmott) has suggested that
we will not have suffieient police in the
foree to earry out this work.

Mr. Willmott: In the country distriets.

Hon. R, ©. UNDERWOOD {(Honor-
ary Minister): All T can say is that if
we find our police are overworked—and
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I confess they are right up to one hun-
dred pounds steam pressure at the pre-
sent time—if we find that the police can-
not carry out all their duties, it simply
resolves into a question of providing
more police. At the present time the
police have a great number of duties to
perform, and 1 realise fully that {o place
this additional work upon them will, in
some distriets, make their labours more
than they can properly perform. In
such a district we shall have to provide
an additional officer. At the same time
there are many districts where the exist-
ing police staff ean do this work in addi-
tion to that which they are actually doing.
1 do not think there is, or will be, any
difficulty generally in regard to the police
carrying out this work, The hon, mem-
ber for Sumaco has suggested that there
is not sufficient protection given in the
Bill to people buying stuff over the
counter, Ile admiis it is a very diffieclt
proposition to legislate upon, but the pro-
tection we propose in the Bill i{s that the
person selling the staff shall have a eor-
reet machine for weighing and ecorrect
weights, and then, if the buyer has not
sufiicient intelligence to see that the tea
and sugar bushranger does not use sleight
of hand, he is protected fully. I do not
think, so long as we provide correct scales
and weights, there is much to fear about
people giving short weight when served
over the counter. My experience of peo-
ple is that they are fairly sharp of eye,
and if a trader attempts to knock the
seale down, or uses other methods, he is
soon detected, and the people would leave
the shop. 1 do not think there is any-
thing further to reply to. T will be
pleased indeed to hear the discussion on
the various clauges in Committee, I do
not for an instant think that the Bill is
perfeet, and T will be glad to bave the ad-
viee of hon. niembers when the measure
reaches the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Commiliee,

Mr. McDowall in the Chair; Hon. R.
H. Underwood {Honorary Minister) in
charge of the Biil.

Clause 4—Transfer of Standards:
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Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to
the clouse:—" At a valuation to be
ujreed upon.”’

It is very unfair to those municipalities
who went to the expense of proeuring
eopies of the standard weights and mea-
sures at a cost of £30 a set, to have to
hand them over without ecompensation.
1t is only right that the Government
should compensate them. These weights
and measures would be useful to the
Government, and therefore the Govern-
ment should pay for them on taking
them over.

The PREMIER: It seems to me that
the amendment is out of order, because
it imposes a charge on the revenne. 1
do not Lhink it ean be accepted,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY ; Though I am
in aceord with the amendment, we must
not forget that spme of these weights and
measures were supplied by the Govern-
ment, and it would not be altegether fair
to ask the Government to buy them back;
although there would not be much harm
in it. Tn 1871, the then Government sup-
plied the Perth Corporation with standard
weights and measures.

Mr. George: Did they not pay any-
thing for them?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No. After
that copies were added to them. That
only applied to the city of Perth. The

City has administered the Weights and
Measures Act ever since, at a pecuniary
loss. Tt was as a gquid pro guo that they
were given the standard weights and mea-
sures on their agreeing to administer the
Act, T would suggest that the clause be
left out altogether if the amendment is
not in order. .

The CHATRMAN: T must rule the
amendment out of order.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: In that case, I
move ap. amendment-— :

That the clause be struck out.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member.
can vote against the clause. The ques-
tion is #That the clause stand as printed.”.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: Hon.
members seem to forget two points, In
taking over this work, the Government
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are relieving the various municipalities of
a distinet expenditure. If the Bill is not
passed, the municipalities wiil continue to
do this work at their own expense, and
will get nothing for the weights and mea-
sures,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What about the
fines and penalties they recover?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The fines
and penalties do not cowmpensate the
municipalities for tbeir outlay in obtain-
ing them.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You ¢annot say
that.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: The hon.
member cannot contradict it. The other
point is that the work will be done for
the same people with the same seales. Tt
will only be shifting the expense on to
the Government and getting the work done
better. The clanse follows the New South
Wales Act, and, as we have been in-
formed by the deputy leader of the Op-
position, anything that is good for New
South Wales will do for us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is all very well to say that the loeal au-
thorities ave gelting something taken
from them. I have had as much to do
with loeal authorities as any heon. mem-
ber, having had experience of them for 20
years, and I am certain that all will be
only too plensed to be relieved of the
difficnlties which they have experienced in
regard to weights and measures,

The Premier: All except Subiaco.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
local authorities have entirely failed to
earry out the Weighis and Measures Act,
not only in Perth, but in every part of
the State, and sarely at such a time as
this hon, members do not desire to take
from the Exchequer money which the
public have already paid into it through
i local government, and charge the same
person who has already paid an in-
creased cost for the privilege of having
his weights inspected. That is what will
bappen if the clause is struck oub. It
would be detrimental if the Commissioner
of Police, when administering the Act,
was compélled to buy new standards for
the purpose of carrying out the pro-
vision of the measure, Tf these machines
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ate snitable they should be placed at the
disposal of the Commissioner of Police.
_Mr. ALLEN: I intend fo vote against
the clause. I hope we are not going lo
resort to confiscation in order to obtain
possession of these testing machines on
which the munieipalities have expended
ratepayers’ money. To take these ma-
chines without compensation is nothing
short of confiscation, I remember that
on one oecasion the eity eouneil had £600
on their estimates for the purchase of
these machines. We should not encour-
age this policy of confiseation, If fhe
Goverinment require these machines they
should pay for them. The proposal is
not an honest one.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The argument of
the Mimister for Works is seen to be ab-
surd when applied to the relalive posi-
tion of the State and Comwmonwealth. He
claims that, because these machines have
heen paid for by the people, to ask the
Government to pay the municipalities
for them is asking the people to pay a
second time. Just consider the same ar-
gument in relafion to the taking over by
the Commonwealth of State publie build-
ings. These 'machines were purchased by
the municipalities for the purpose of
carrying o6ut an Act of Parliament, and
have been extensively used to that end.
To take away those machines without
compensation is to reverse the poliey of
the Bill, which is to prevent dishonest
traders faking advantage of purchasers.
It is a very unfair position and, as the
Premier has refused to allow the con-
sideration of a reasonable amendment, I
appeal to hon, members to vote against
the clause.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: The dozen or
so munieipalities that have done their
duty have expended sabout £1,000 on
these machines, which the Premier now
says are to be taken away from them. The
municipality of Northam, for instance,
can do the work just as well, if not bet-
ter, than the Government.

The PREMIER: Let me explain to
the member for Subiaco that I did not
prevent him from moving his amend-
ment. Tt was ruled out of order. I have
no objection to the amendment.
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Mr, Taylor: You were not taking any
rigks,

The PREMIER: Members have been
using extravagant langnage in speaking
of confiscation and dishonest practices on
the part of the Government. It must be
remembered that half the revenne of the
municipalities is made up of subsidies
paid to them by the Government. Mem-
bers overlook the faet that a munici-
pality is merely a deputed form of gov-
ernment, and that its powers can be taken
from it at any moment.

Mr. Allen: They do the work gratui-
tously.

The PREMIER: The fact remains
that the applianees in question were pur-
chased partly by money subscribed hy
the Government.

Mr. George: And the rest came from
ratepayers.

The PREMIER: The Bill provides
that the cost of making inspections
throughout the State shall be taken from
the municipalities and placed on the Gov-
ernment. That being so, it is not asking
teo mueh that the appliances four doing
the work held by the municipalities shall
be handed over to the Government, Tn-
der existing conditions only aboni a
dozen municipalities have attempted to
carry out the Act and protect the pur-
chaser. We now propose to do the work,
and all we ask for are the appliances
used in connection with that work and
which the munieipalities will now have
to serap. Yet hon, members call it con-
fiscation.

Mr. Male: So it is.

The PREMIER: The language of the
member for Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stuhbs)
is almost as extravagant as one would
hear on the Esplanade.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
match,

The PREMIER: We shounld be rea-
sonahle. The municipalities have not sug-
wested that we should compensate them
for taking over something which will be
nseless to them after we have relieved
them of the work. They ought to he glad
of the opportunity for getting rid of
something which they cannot properly
administer,

Or at a football
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Mr, ALLEN: The Premier has em-
phasised the fact that these testing ma-
chings were purchased with money sup-
plied by the Government. We are also
told (hat not more than 12 municipalities
have ntlempted to give effect to the ex-
isting Aect. Tt seems to me that those
other municipaliiies, who have not in-
vested ratepayers’ money in the purchase
of these machines, are to get off hetter
than those who have done so. It is by no
menns certain Lhat these testing machines
will have to he scrapped, for it is quite
possible that there is a market elsewhere.

Mr. TAYLOR: The DPremier is
scarcely correct when hLe states that these
testing machines were paid for in part
by grants from the Government, Be that
as it may, why do the Government give
subsidies to municipatities? Is it not for
maintaining all the roads without charg-
ing the (tovernment any rates?

The Premier: Nonsense.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is the position
taken ap by the Government. DTvery
other person living in a wunicipal area
is rated, and on those vates the affairs of
the municipality are conducted by the
local authority, while the Government—

The Premier: Who are the Govern-
ment? .

Mr. TAYLOR: Tle clanse says all
tliese machines are to he handed over to
the poliee. That is gelting pretty close to
the Government. If the Government had
heen taxed in vespect of their property
similarly to the ratepayers in these muni-
cipal areas and, over and above that, had
snhsidised the councils, there would he
some argument in support of the con-
tenfion that these purchases were made
from the subsidies. If the purchases were
made from lhe subsidies, the counecils had
te mainfain the roads past (lovernment
property cut of other rates which the
Government did not contribute. Under
the clause, these municipalities must hand
over all such appliances to the Commis-
sioner of Police. It has been suggested
that they might sell them before the Aet
comes nto operation, but to whom could
they sell them? These articles would have
no value to a secondhand dealer, but they
would he worth something to the Gov-
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‘ernment, and if the Government desire to
act fairly towards these councils who have
comypiied with the laws of the land, they
should recompense them.

Clavse put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. - R
Noes . .. .21
Majority agamst .. 4
AYRA_
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsia
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Nairn
Mr. Foley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Jas. Gardloer Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Green Mr. Thomad
Mr. Helimann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnson Mr. Bolton
Mr, Mullany (Teller;
NoEs,
Mr. Allen Mr. Plesse
Mr. Connolly Mr. Robinson
Mr. Gunningham Mr. Smilh
- Mr. George Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gilehrist Mr. Taylor
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr, Veryard
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wansurough
Mr. Hickmolt Mr. Wiilmott
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell ‘Teller}).

Clanse thns negatived.
[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 26th Aungust.
MeDowall in the Chair; the
General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Distriets:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Taking
it for granted that members favour tak-
ing the vote on the lines indieated and of
voting by divisions, 1 mentioned during
the second reading debate that the Gov-
ernment intended to take the vote on the
occasion of the Federal referenda being
taken because, on that day, we can be
sure of a large number of people visiling
Ihe booths, and of the vote being obfained

Mr.
Attorney
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at less expense. It has oceurred to me
that it would be more effectively done if
in addition we used the distriets of the
FFederal volers and rolls.  An objeciion
was raised to the cost of laking this poll.
If we can fix owr licensing distriet poll-
ing places as the divisions where polling
shall take place and use the same date
and the Federal rolls, the cost instead of
being something like £3,000, will not be
£300. At a time like ilie present we want
(o practise economy, Therefore 1 shall
submit several amendments which will
make the licensing districls coterminous
with the Federal electorates. Before the
last Redisiribotion of Seats Bill, the
ligensing districls were ineluded in the
Federal electoral divisions. We altered
the Assémbly electorates, but still retained
the old lieensing distriets. Therafore if
we lake the Federal electorates, they will
he ecterminons with our licensing dis-
triets, and there will be no difficulty as
regards an over-lapping of the rolls.
With very few alterations to the Bill as
prinled, we can make ahsolutely certain
of the areas covered by ile licensing dis-
tricts and get them into uniformity which
will enable us to vse the Federal volls and
save the expense of bringing our own
ralls up to dute. 1 move an amend-
menl—
That in line 3, “districls” be siruck
aul, and the word “subdivisions” in-
serted in liew.
It will be neeessary to recommit Clause 2
lo alter the definition of “clectoral dis-
triet”” to inelude the Federal subdivisions,

Houn. . B. LEFROY: The explana-
tion of the Attorney General must appeal
o hon. members. These alterations in re-
gard to subdivisions eannot make anv
greal difference to the Bill. T am snpe
the House will approve of the amend-
ment. s

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 8o far as
eeonomy is coireerned, the hon. member
is quite correct. T would point out that
legislation of this kind is merely of an
emergency nalure. 1f fhal is so, the
whole of the people of the State should .
vote as one. 1f il is good and necessary
that Perth people should economise, it



[31 AugusT, 1915.]

is wood and necessary that people on the
voldfields, in the agricultural distriets,
and in the North-West should also econo-
mise.

The Premier: That is for them to de-
cide,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It is for the
Uremier and his colleagues to  decide,
without referenee to the people at all
The Government have shirked (heir re-
sponsibility, and they want to shirk it
further. We know that the goldfields will
uot stand any other test than this one.
They know that if ihe whole State voted
as one they would be ineluded in a vedue-
tion of hours. The Premier has done ihis
hecause of the influence of goldfields
members and goldfields people.

The Premier: Is it not possible that if
the vote of the goldfields was given eol-
lectively, there would be no reduction at
all? T think that is why you want them
ineluded, as well as in the interests of
vour hrewer friends,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Nothing of the
sort. 1 have no brewer friends.

The Premier: You are on the side of

the trade.
* Hon. J. MITCHELL: Unlike the Pre-
mier, I do not fake my instructions from
auyone in Ihis matter. 1f the Premier
had not arranged for these four divisions
he would never have brought down the
Bill. The House should recognise that the
Iaw applied to one portion of the Slate
should also be applied to the whole of
the State. I hope the House will agree
to a referendun being submitted to the
whole of the people, and not to the peo-
ple as in four distriets.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : I do not see
the necessity for Clause 3. We have
already on the statute-book an Act, which
we shall shorily be asked to re-enact, of
a similar nature, namely the Licensing
Conlinuance Acel, whieh provides for the
closing of hotels in cases of emergency
duting war time,

The CHATRMAN: The amendment I
have hefore me is to strike out the word
tdistriet’’ with a view fo inserting “sub-
division.” 1 can give a certain amount
of latitude to members in spealing in
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favour of or against this amendment, but
eannal allow the hon, member to go inlo
every subject connected with the Bill.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I waated to
show thal there is no necessity for dis-
iricts or subdivisions.

The Premier: You must comply with
the Standing Ovders in this Chamber.
Never mind about the latitude you had
in another place.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Chair-
nun is in charge of the Committee and of
the Premier. The State should be treated
as a whole. If the Bill is made to apply
lo one districl or subdivision the measure
1 have already referred to will deal with
that. A measwre of this kind, which is
local option for a certain time and in
certain cases, should apply to the whole
State. I intend to vote against the
amendment and the whole clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
surprised nt Lhe remarks of some hon.
members in the face of the vote affecting
local rights in another measure. When it
is one nmensmre keepr il to ourselves and
within ourselves, and do not consider the
whole of the people of the State. TWhen
it comes to local option itself, community
of inlervests must be ignored and we must
iake the whole State as one electorate.
They won’t apply that principle in an-
other case. The hon. member himself was
a member of the Government which passed
the Lieensing Act, which was for all time.

Hon. J. 3. Connolly: There is a dif-
ference between that Act and this Bill

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is a non-party
question. 1 never believed in divisions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In Part
5 of the Licensing Aet of 1911, relating
to loeal option and consulting the people,
the following appears:—

The vote of electors under this part,
that is to say, a local option vote, shall
he taken in every distriet in or hefore
the month of April in the year 1911.

The Act goes on to say that the vote hav-
ing heen taken, the resnlt of the vote shall
be given effect to within the distriet. It is
not provided that it shall apply in the
whole State, Tt is a question of decision
by the majority. It is absurd to try and
put a vote like this to the whole State,



500

where community of inferest is not at one.
It is not demoeratic to allow the whole of
IPerth to be governed by the goldfields, or
vice versa.

Mr. Heitmann; What inleresis are yon
considering in dealing with this question?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We are
eonsidering the metropolitan interests, the
mining ingerests, the North-West inter-
ests, and so on.

My, Heitmann: How do you apply
them to the consnmption of liguor?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We are
taking as a principle that every commun-
ity has a right to say lLow it shall be
affecied by legislation in the matier of
the liquor tralfic. The principle applicd
under a local option vote I should like to
see applied to all grave publie measures
affeeting the eommon weal, It is ineon-
sistent for those hon. members who passed
the 1911 Aect to objeck to a vote under
the system now proposed.

Mr. GEORGE: The ineonsistency un-
der this particular elause comes out in
this way. The Bill is said Lo be rendered
necessary in order to indoce every see-
tion of the community to be econcmieal
during war time. Where wonld consis-
teney come in if two of the four sub-
divisions provided for declaved that they
would make no alteration in the time of
cloging, and the other two declared in
favour of 6 o'clock? Trom what the At-
torney General has stated, I can see some
justification for the four subdivisions.
But, on the argument of ecomomy, I
coittend that the same economy should e
exercized by all classes of the community
in all portions of ihe State. There shoul-l
not be the possibility of having, for in-
stanee, a wet district in Kalgoorlie and a
dry district in the metropolitan area. If
the principle proposed by the Govern-
inent is good, why net apply it o every
olher proposal including taxation pro-
posals? The clause is illogieal.

The CHAIRMAN: The arguments of
the hon. memher are direeled to the prin-
ciple of the clanse, and not to the amend-
ment moved hy the Attorney General.

Mr. HEITMANN: The amendment
moved by the Atforney General affecis
the whole prineiple of the clanse; and if
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we are It permitted to diseuss that prin-
ciple now we shall not have an oppor-
lunity of doing so at all.

The CHAIRMAN: The principle of
lhe clause can be discussed after this
amendment has been disposed of.

Mr. TAYLOR: The word “distriets” in
line 2 does nol correspond with the word
“distriels™ in line 3 of the clause.

The CHAIRMAN: 1s the hon. mem-
ber speaking to the question®

Mr. TATYLOR: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN:
is speaking on line 2.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am dealing with “dis-
tricgs” in line 2 by way of reference. That
woid is totally different from the word
“digiriets” in ling 3. Hon. members have
said that if “distriets” in line 3 is struck
out, “districts” in line 2 should be struck
out 88 well. Now, we desire to discuss
the merils and demerits of subdivisions,
and we are unable to do it unless the At-
torney General’s amendment is withdrawn
for the present,

The CHAIRMAXN : TIf you can gel
the Attorney General to do that, well and
good., Otherwise, T must restriet yon to
the disenssion of the amendment, .

Alr. MALE: T understood the Attorney
General to say that it would be more
economical if “subdivisions” were substi-
tnted for “districts.” Has any arrange-
ment heen made with {he Federal authori-
ties to have this referendum faken at the
same [ime, and in the same buildings, and
witlt the same officers, as the Federal ref-
erenda? Tf pot, I fail lo see where the
cconomy would come in.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am in
communteation at the present time with
Ihe Federal authorities on the point. On a
|'revious oceasion they generously met us
in this respect, and permitted it; and I
have no expectation that they will refuse
ns the privilege on the present oeccasion.
Even if they should do so, however, it
would still be advantageous for us to
select the day they have chosen for their
voting. if we take our old grouped licens-
ing districts as polling places, and if we
use the Federal rolls—whicl, by purehas-
ing copies, we can do without asking the
permission of the Federal anthorities, By

The hon, member
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these means, even if the Federal anthori-
ties would not meet us in the maiter, we
could still save a large proportion of the
expense, provided this amendment be
carried. 1 bave, however, every reason
to believe that the Federal authorities will
do for us on this occasion what they did
for us when the last local opiion vote
was taken.

Amendment put and passed.

On metions by the ATTORNEY
GENERAL, “Fremantle” was iunserted
after “Xorth”in line 1 of paragraph (1);
also  “Swan” and “Leederville” were
struck out and “RBalkatta, West Subiaeo,
Maylands” inserted.

On motion by ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL, pavagraph (2) was amended by
the insertion after “Boulder” in line 1,
of the word “Dundas,” and a comma in
place of the hyphen between “Brown
Hill” and “Ivanhoe” in line 3.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move
a further amendment—

That in paragraph (3) the words
“Avon, Pingelly, Moore, Narrogin and
Wagin” be struck oul and “Swan” be
tnserted and that a comma be inserted
between “Murray” and “TVFellington.”

Hon. . B. LEFROY: Will the At-
torney Geuneral state whether these places
he proposes to strike out are included in
the licensing distriet of Swan?

The PREMIER: Avon becomes part
of the old Northam seat, Pingelly part
of the Beverley seat, and Narrogin part
of the Wagin seat. Wea do mot require
those places becaunse we are taking the
old distriet hefore the redistribution.

Aupendwent put and passed,

On molion by the ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL paragraph (4) was amended by
striking ont “Kimberley” and inseriing
“Onslow, Broome, Derby, YWyndham.”

Hon. J. MITCHELT.: The Attorney
General said that Ministers in 1911 he-
lieved in dividing the State into distriets.
Since that time I have had considerable
correspondence with New Zealand, and
I believe it is an absolutely wrong prin-
ciple to divide the State into distriets for
& purpose of this kind. We shounld not

{18]
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take a vole in connection with an emerg-
ency matier of this kind except for the
whole State.

Mr, Hudson: Why did not Parliament
itself deal with this matter?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If this is a
naiter to induce the people to practise
economy it should apply to everyone in
the State. There can be no argument
favouring a difference in lhe time of clos-
ing in the various parts of the State.

My, Munsie: That is your opinion.

The Attorney General: Youn want one
section of the community to coerce
anglher; you want a big: vote in one
centre to swamp the rest.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General will find in Clause 4 all the
machinery necessary to enable him to
take this vote.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I take this oppor-
tunity, the first I have had, of heartily
cougratulating the Ministry on this mea-
sure. There is no clause which T feel so
iuclined to support as the one under dis-
cussion for the division of the State into
districts for the purpose of taking a
referendum. Tt has been asserted that
the purpose of tiis Bill is to compel
people to exercisc eeconomy and to con-
serve their resources, 1L that is the sole
reason for the measure I would have pre-
ferred Lo sce the Iouse take the respon-
sibility upon its own shoulders and decide
at what hoar the hotels should be closed.
But I agree with the Premier that this
measure will probably be a permanent
one, and for that reason I think that the
people should take upon themselves the
responsibility of saying whether (the
hotels should be closed as early as other
houses of business.

The Premier: Yon

demoecrat.

\Ir, GILCHRIST: I have never been
anything else. T am glad the Government
have decided hy this measure fto give a
minority the right lo its opinions. The
member for Aft. Mavgaret (Mr. Taylor)
said the measure wns not demoeratie, that
the wider the area the more democratic

are becoming a
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the decision, and that the narrower the
area the more conservative the decision.
Then why not think imperially and ask
the Imperial Government to make a de-
cision on this matler to which all parts
of the Ewmpire will gladly bow? The
ideal, of course, is that we should give
the smallest community the right to do
as it pleases; bot that ideal cannol be
reached, and therefore it is well that the
State should be divided up, so that we
shall have a community of interests de-
ciding this matter. There is a greater
community of interests between London
and Perth than between Kalgoorlie and
Porth, The people of Perth have, by
their surroundings, opinions more In
common with the people of London than
with the people of the goldfields. The
people of the agricultural distriets are
more settled, and many live ont from’ the
towns and so away from the means of
obtaining liquor at all hours, and as a
result they view this question from a
standpoint different from that of either
the people of Perth or the pecple of the
goldfields. The people of the goldfields
have a bohemian pomt of view distinetly
different from that of lhe people of Perth
on this and other soecial questions, and it
is quite unfair that a largely prepond-
erating vote on the goldfields against re-
duction should be allowed to override the
decision of a fairly sound majority which
no doubt will be given for reduction of
hours in the metropoliian area, There-
fore I will vote for the retention of the
clause,

Mr. HEITMANN: We heard from the
Minister no rensons why the Siate should
be divided into distriets, bevond the asser-
tion that there was a community of in-
terests as between ecertain towns and eer-
tain disiriets, and fhat it was not right
that the people in FPerth should out-
vote the people in XKalgoorlie or
vice versa. Carried fto its logical con-
clusion, the Minister’s contention that
the minority should be heard ~sug-
gests that evervone shonld do as he
likes. Why should a town like Kalgoorlie
zovern the people of a town like Cue, 400
miles away? Tt is not easy to see what
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the Minister had in mind when he arrived
at his delerminalion of community of in-
terest between the people in those centres.
1f {he Minister was thinking of climatic
conditions I would like to know where
is the community of interests between

Geraldton and Bunbory, while if he
had in  wind industrial conditions,
where is the community of interests

belween Geraldten and the farmers in
the hinterland ?  Possibly the Min-
ister gave econsideration o the consmmp-
tion of licuor, For which in some in-
slances there would be certain justifica-
tion. Tn any case the DMinister has not
vouchsafed us any explanation, and I see
no reasoh why the vote should not be
faken over the whole of the State. In
this event the people of Perth would, per-
haps, govern those of Kalgoorlie, and it
they are in a majority T do not see why
they should not do so. If the people of
Perth can do without liquor after 8
o’clock, there is no injustice in asking the
people of Walgoorhie to do the same. Tt
verges on the ridiculous to say that the
dining car on the Nalgoorlie express
should be open while passing through one
dislriect and closed while traversing on-
other. After all, the Bill has bheen
hrought in with a view to encouraging
people to conserve their finances, (he
neeessity for which is just ns evident in
[Kalgoorlie as in Perth, or in Albany as
in Geraldton.

Mr. ’LOGHULEN: The last hon. mem-
ber has siressed too much the eonientinn
put forward by the Attorney General as
to communily of inferests. I do not think
there is mueh eommunity, and T do not
know that any very grave objection
would be made if the whole of the Siate
were taken as one distriet. Tt is in the
applieation of lhe measnre where the
difficulty would arise. The hon, member
has eontended that if the peaple of Perth
in a majority vote in favour of a radical
reduction to, say, 6 o’cloek, the people of
the goldfields should submit to the ma-
joritv vote. Tt may be all right as a
peneral principle, but we are introdueing
an experimental piece of legislation, By
an Act of Parliament we are going to
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break the whole community off an estab-
lished custom; we are taking them out
of the beaten irack.

3r. Smith: We may get them bushed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Ti would be no new
experience lo the lon. member. In a
measure like this we have to recoguise
that unless we bring about a gradual re-
form we arve up against a mountain of
difficulty. Tt is going to be an extremely
difficult problem to police 1his measure.
It would not be fair for the people of
Perth te say that the people in the troyi-
cal North-West should close up at 6
o'elock. 1t would be an encouragement
to the people of the North-West to frac-
ture the law. No one believes {hat if 6
o'clock was carrvied as a result of a vote
the people of the North-West would obey
it, Wiy not carry something with a rea-
sonable chance of heing effective?

Mr. Ghlelist : 'They would obey it just
ag well as the Sunday elosing edict is
obeyed.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: As vegards the
rigid enforcement of the liquor laws, the
Present posilion is a faree.

Mr. Heitmann: It is a matter of ad-
ministration.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN : Recently T travelled
over the greater part of Soufth Australia,
where hotels, by an overwhelming ma-
jority, are to be closed at six o’elock. The
people in the comnfry distriets voled in
favour of six o’clock, while thoze in the
metropolitan area, by (wo to one, fav-
oured 11 o’clock closing. In the country
one might reckon two votes in each hotel,
hut in the metropolitan area there might
be a dozen employees in each hotel, and
they and their friends helped to swell the
11 o'clock majority. The reason why
many moderate drinkers voted for 11
o'clock closing in Adelaide was that the
conditions were so entirely differenl in
the country. The diffieulty before the
Soulh Australian Government is that they
do not know how to make provision to
give effect to the vote taken. According
to the vote, hotel bars must be c¢losed at
six o’elock. but a licensee will be able tu
sell soft drinks in the billiard room and
he will be obliged to keep the whole of
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the house open for the aceommodation of
country visilors.

Mr. Heitmann: So he should be.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: If we take a vole
over the whole of the State, we shall land
ourzelves in the same difficulty.

My, Heitmann: You have not shown
the difficulty.

Mr. LOGHLEN: The South Austra-
linh Government are reluctant to proceed
because they think they will be doing an
injusfice to the overwhelming majorily in
the metropelitan aven,

Mr. Thomson: I thought you favoured
giving heed to the will of the people?

Mr. 'LOGITLIEN : Yes, but if the Kal-
goorlie people decided on 10 o’clock elos-
ing und the Perth people on six o'clock
closing, would it be fair to compel the
goldfields people to fall into line with the
greater number in Perth when they ought
to have their own choice?

Mr. Heitmann : Tt would hit bolh ways.

Wr. OLOGHLEN: Would the hon.
wember think it fair that the people in
the North-West shounld fix the hours for
their own distriet?

Mr. Heitmann; No.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Xa harmful result
will follow the adoption of the four divi-
sions,

AMr., Heitmann: You want to show that

-heneficial results will follow.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We can only be
gnided by experience. and we have ex-
rerience of the diffienlfy which is con-
fronting the Sonth Australian Govern-
ment throngh taking a vote over the
whole of the State.

Mr. Hudson: Why put Esperance with
Cue?

My, OLOGHLEN: I am not stressing
the point of view of ecommunity of in-
terest.

Mr, Heitmann: Will von classify the
towns and take them?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: What valid ohjec-
tion ean there be to making these dis-
lricts eoterminous with the Federal elec-
tarates. and thereby save expense, gven if
Esperance votes with Cue. Perhaps the
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fairest plan would be to take a vote in
cvery electorate. Then one would vote
wet and another dry, and people in a dry
district would merely have to step over
the boundary to get a drink.

Mv. Thomson: That will happen now,

Mr. Q'LOGHLEN: If it does, it will
be to only a limited extent and we ean-
not expect to make the measure perfect.
I spoke to over 20 members of the Sounth
Avstralian Parhiament and the general
opinion was in favour of distriets because
the decision could then be given effect to.
The people of the metropolifan area have
put up a fairly good elaim that they have
been coerced into taking this step, and
there wil! be a simmering of dissatisfac-
tion which may lead to revolt against so
radical a change. Closing at eight or
nine o’clock wonld represent a2 gradual re-
form but to elip five hours off the day’s
trading wounld constitute g sudden re-
versal which wonld make the City very
dismal indeed.

The Premier: No.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I hope members
will enjoy the comforts and pleasures
which will follow in the train of snch a
sudden reform. * I support the proposed
divisions.

Mr. ALLEN: I sapport taking a vole
of the State as a whole for reasons ad-
vanced by the Atforney General. This is
what is termed war emergency legislation
and other such legislation has hcen ap-
plied to the State generally, If it is ne-
cessary to economise and conserve our
resonrees, and put an end {o extravagant
expenditure on useless intoxicants, it is
equally necessary for every distriet in the
State. T eannot see what argument can
he adduced for dividing the State into
distriets. If it is possible to trade in
some districts for longer bours than in
others, one section of the community will
be treated unfairly. Under war emer-
geney legislation, all should be put on the
same footing,

Mr, B. J. BTUBBS: Several members
have argued that if it is necessary to eur-
tail the hours in one portion of the Statc,
they should be curtailed throughont the
State. The fact of taking a vote in dis-
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triets will net prevent the curtailing of
hours all over the State.

My, Thomson: It is possible to create
an anomaly,

diy, B. J. STUBBS: I bhave no fear
that one distriet might force another to
trade longer hours, but one distriet might
strongly favour six o’clock closing and,
if the vote were applied to the State as
a whole, the people might be prevented
from making that reduction in hours.

My, Hettmann: I cuts the other way.

dr. B. J. STUBBS: But it would not
do the harm. If the people in the metro-
politan aren favoured six o'clock closing
and those in other parts of the State sup-
ported 11 o'clock closing, it would be wn-
fan to compel the people in the metro-
politan area to adopt 11 o'clock heeause
a majorily had deecided upon (hat hour.

My, Allen: Ts not it as necessary for
them to economise as for us in the metro-
politan area?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: And under the
proposal to divide the State into distriets
tlrere is nolhing to prevent it, but if they
have no wish to economise, they have no
right to preveut us from economising,.

AMr. Male: You should eompel them to.

Mz B. J. STUBBE: No faiver system
of distriets could be devised than that em-
hodied in the Bill. 1t has been said that
men ou the goldfields desire a drink when
tltey leave their work, but that argnment
is not used in other parts of the State.
There is a vast difference hetween the
agrienltural distriets and the metropolitan
arca apd goldfields distriets, because in
the former case public houses are mostly
far apart. The adoption of distriets will
not interfere with the vote. Some mem-
bers contend that the community of in-
terests does not suit them, but at least
three of the distriets proposed are con-
siderably larger than the State of Vie-
toria and some of them are even larger
than New South Wales. In my opinion
the divisions proposed ave likely to prove
the most satisfactory to the people,

Ay, THOMSON: 1 support a refer-
endum being taken over the whole of the
State.  Where the State is eut up into
distriets we shall have a line of demareca-
tion, and perhaps some gentleman will
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obtain a license, it may he a State hotel
license just over the border, and make it
a good paying proposition. I do not wish
to cast any refleciion on the Atforney
General,

Mr. Munsie: That could 1ot happen
wilh the present Staie hotels.

Mr. THOMSON: If just over the
horder of a distriet which had voted for
the early ¢losing of hotels existed another
hotel in a distriet which had declared in
favour ot 11 vo'clock, would it be sup-
posed that a man wlho wanted a drink
would not cross the horder and get what
he wanted? At Claremont, under the
bona fide traveller’s regulalion, any man
living it Perth can get a drink there by
fravelling in the train.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs; The principle cannot
apply here, because the distriets are too
large.

My, THOMSON: It is quite possible
that it will happen. Seeing that this is a
war emergency Bill ik could apply to the
whole people, If it is necessary that
economy should be exercised, one section
of the community only should not be
asked to exercise that economy.

The Alinister for Mines: This measure
may prevent economy in one partieular
section, '

Mr. THOMSON: T must oppose the
claunse if the Siate is to be divided into
four distriels.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I should like
the Government to have dealt with the
question under the Act in existence, but
if the Touse had desired that this should
be done they could have opposed the
second reading of the Bill. The House
has agreed on fhe volees, however, to the
passing of the second reading of the Bill.
That being so, it appears to me that the
House l:as agreed to the principle of the
measure, which 15 that the State shall be
divided into distriets for the purpose of
earrving out the provisions of the Bill.
The taking of a local option is already
rrovided for in our licensing laws. Under
the Bill before us there is a probability
of this being wmade general, We shall
vet the opinion of the community as fo
ihe honr at which licensed premises shall
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be elosed, and there is a probability of
this being made permanent. For that
reason, I prefer to see the State divided
into districts, and so prevent the possi-
Inlity of one portion of the State coercing
anolher portion, but if we do not pass.this
¢lanse the Bill wiil be useless, T am de-
sirous of seeing some alteration made, if
the Government are not prepared to make
use of the Act now in operation.

Mr. GREEN: The arguments used this
evening against allowing the different
districts lo diseriminate in  regard to
tlosing hours show a determined opposi-
fton to the democralie spirit. The block
vote in any couniry has never been demo-
cratic.  For the people of, say, the metro-
politan aven, to say - to the people of
AMarble Bar that they shall close their
holels at such-aud-sach a time 1s in direet
oppogition to democratic government, If
this portion of the Bill is struck out, T
shall feel inclined to volte against every
other elause in it, Men who live on the
goldfields after a hot day’s work
must have a drink of some sort. In
the metropoelitan areu, however, where the
air is surcharged with moisture and alio-
gether different from the goldfields, the
same necessity for a drink does not arise.
1t is uofair and absurd that the thickly
populated metropolitan area should he
able to dictate to any other portion of the
Stale on a question of this kind. Whilst
there will he division on the coast, there
will be no division so far as Marble Bar,
Kalgoorlie, and distriets like that are con-
cerned, and members will wreek the whole
iden of the Bill if they persist in their
attitude.

Mr, HEITMANN: It scems that it is
being held over members as a sort of
threat that if they do not pass this clause
the Bill will go by the board. The hon.
member for Moore (Hon. H. B. Lefroy)
must have known that the principle of
the Bill is not that of the cutting of the
State up into distriets. Tt is a guestion
of whether we should give the people the
right to speak on the closing of hofels.
Tf we do strike out this clause, that prin-
ciple remains. Behind the members from
the goldfields there is a desire to placate
that particular part of the coyntry.
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The Attorney General: A very unfair
insinunation,

Mr. HEITMANN: I do not feel un-
fair. The idea of saying that a man in
Kalgoorlie requires more beer than the
workman in Geraldton is ridiculous and
fareieal.

Mr. Green: You would not say that if
you were representing Cue.

Mr. HEITMANN: T have never been
prevented . from saying what I thought,
no matter what the considerations might
be, nor have I ever advocated a course
whieh I did not believe in because per-
haps my districts favoured it. The hon.
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) sald
that it was almost necessary for men in
that centre to have a drink. What about
the miner in Collie?

Mr. Green: The conditions are alto-
gether different.

Mr. HEITMANN: If the bon, mem-
ber objects to Kalgoorlie being con-
trolled by Perth, does he not also object
to Kalgoorlie controlling Laverton or
Kanowna? As regards Collie, I suppose
we should follow the example of the
present leader of the Opposition when
introducing his famous Redistribution of
Seats Bill and add Collie to the goldfields
districts. If it is not fair that one large
distriet or town should govern a small
one, then we must look for community
in the size of the towns, and let towns of,
say, 5,000 inbkabitants and over vote to-
gether, and small towns vote togrether.
The member for Ealgeorlie (Mr. Green)
said that climatic conditions should al-
most alone be considered, but they have
not been considered in the drafiing of
this clanse. The question is one for the
people as a whole to decide.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
seems to have been a wrong assumption
as to this clause from the very com-
mencement. First of al), it is assumed
that we of this Committee are dealing
with the destinies of the people in this
respeet.  The argument has been used
that if a thing is good for ane part it is
good for all parts, and, therefore, let all
have it. But that is not the point. We
are trying to get the voice of the people

terests and communities and
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as to the hour of eclosing. I am not at all
with those who argue that drink may be
good for one man in one part of the State
and bad for anéther man in another part.
Every man knows my convietion that
drink is an evil everywhere. But this is
not a Bill to deal with that evil. This is
a Bill to afford the people an opportu-
nity of indieating their wishes in regard
1o the lessening of the evil. As I informed
hon. members in my second reading speech,
an assurance had been given to the depu-
tation which waited on the Premier
and myself, and in fact to the whole
community, The original request made
was that the 1914 legislation should be
put into force and the hotels closed. This
Bill is a response to the deputations and
the public meetings at which the desire
was expressed that the voice of the people
should be heard on the question.

Mr, Heitmann: We all admit that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then,
what harm can there be in the various
sections of the people speaking each from
their own standpoint? It will be admitted
that there are different standpoints,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Yes. Albany and
Geraldton, for instance.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
metropolitan area can lhave one stand-
point, and the agrienltural distriets can
have another, and the wmining distriets
a third. Although I admit that the pro-
vision whieh I ask the Commiltee to carry
is by no means perfect, yet I claim that
it 15 as perfect as I can conceive it, My
only purpose has been to do justice to
the whole of the State, to its divided in-
charaeter-
isties and habifs. We have got as near
to the ideal as we ean in the conditions
we have made; and in doing this we are,
I claim, carrying out the principles of
democracy. I never understood demoe-
racy as implying coercion. TDemocracy is
compatible with individual and local
liberties. A democracy that is synony-
mous with tyranny and ecoercion would
be to me repulsive, The member for West
Perth (Mr. Allen) said that I used the
argument that I desired economy to be
practised by the people, and he said that
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the objeci of the measure was to enable
the people to practise economy af such a
iime as thiz. T agree that that is so, and it
i= all the more reason for having districts,
There is a possibility that, if we provide
for districts, some of those distriets will
vote for shortening the hours of sale,
while there is also a possibility that the
whole of the State voting as one might
keep the hours as they are. The point
is that, if we cannot aceomplish a short-
ening of howrs all over the State, we
shouid by all means seek to secure it in
some districts. It is only for the people
to speak and in their choice we shall have
an ahsolute reflex of the conditions of the
country.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We can only
call 1his gerrymandering,

Mr. Bolton: You ought to know.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Was there ever
gerrymandering equal to this? This div-
iston has been provided to salisfy the
woldfields members.

The Attorney (ieneral: That is false
and you know it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw that remark.

The Attorney General: I will with-
draw that but snbstitute another remark
and it is that what the hon. member said
is ahsolutely ircorrect and he knows it.

Ton. J. MITCHELIL:: These divisions
are wrong. I helieve that the whole State
should vote as one and members should
deal with the question in the interests of
the whole of the State. But that is what
they will not do. Why eannot they deal
wilh this measure from the poini of view
expresseld by the Attorney General when
he intreduced the Bil? He said that it
was because of economy that the Bill was
needed. It is necessary lo economise hut
that economy is needed in all the areas
of the State.

Mr. MUNSIE: During the second
reading of the Bill I said that I would
snpport it provided two principles were
confained in it. One was the elanse that
we are now diseussing that the people be
allowed to vote in separate districts, and
the other that the provision applied to
cluhs as well, The member for Nertham
seems afraid that we are working from
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the standpoint of having distriels con-
tained in the Bill, beecause we helieve
that I{algooerlie will vote for 11 o’clock
closing. 1 believe when the ~vote is
faken in Kalgoorlie there will he an over-
whelming majority for a redoetion in
hours. No vote of mine will allow the
people in the metropolitan area (o say
what timme hotels shall elose in Kalgoorlie
if T can get the people on the goldfields
tu say that for themselves. The Minister
in introducing the Bill got nearer to
democracy than he wounld have done if
he Lad allowed the Slate to vote as a
whole. It seems to me remarkable to
hear hon, members prale about demo-
eracy, and that we are going further
away from democracy by cuiting up the
State into distriets; yet the same gentle-
men talk of the undemocratic method of
ihe election of senators. T trust that the
division into distriets will he mainiained.
If districls are cut out T will vote against
the Bill altogether,

Clause as amended pul and a division
taken willi the following resnlt:—

Avyes . ‘- o2
Noes .. . .. 15
Majority for .. .. 6
ATES,
Mr. Angwin Mr, O‘Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Robinson
Mr. Collier Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr, Smith
Mr. Gilchrist Mr. B. J. Stubbs
° ~r. Green Mr. Taylor
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomas
Mr. Johnsan Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Walker
Mr, Mullany Mr. Bollop
Mr. Munsle (Teller).
Noea.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Ceonolly Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Piegse
Mr. George Mr, Thomson
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Veryard
Mr, Hardwlck Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Male
Mr. Hickmott (Tetler).

Clause thus passed.

[L'he Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Progress reported,
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BILL—MINES REGULATION,.
Bill withdrawn,
Order of the Day for second reading
read.
The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
. Collier—Boulder} [10.53]: I move—
That the Bill be withdrawn.
1 may explain that by an oversight the
wrong title bas been given. 1t is not the
title of the Bill I wish to introduce, which
provides for an amendment of the Mines
Kegulation Aet, 1906, I therefore desire
to withdraw the Bill with a view to in-
troducing one, with the correct title, to-
IOTTOW,

Question passed; the Bill withdrawn.

House adjourned at 10.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Further report hy
the Auditor General on State trading ac-
counts under the Trading Coneerns Act
for the year ended 30th June, 1915.

[ASSEMBLY.}

By the Attorney General: Report of
the Senate of the University for the year
ended 31st December, 1914.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-laws
of the Cue-Day Dawn roads board. 2,
By-laws of the Darling Range roads
board {special roll for loan poll).

QUESTION — STATE TIMBER DE-
POT, METROPOLITAN AREA.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government vet decided to
establish in the metropolitan area a tim-
her depdt for the sale of surplus scantling
firewood and coal? 2, If no sueh step is
roposed, why do the Government hesi-
tate to patrictically push loeal products?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Depils will be opened as soon as it is
found desirable to do so.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL.
State Metropollitafn Depét.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, 1s he aware that coal importers are
charging at the rate of £3 12s. a ton for
imporied eoal for domestic use and £2 8s.
per ton for Collie eoal? 2, Is he also
aware that coal costs at the pit’s mouth
in Collie about 1ls. per ton? 3, SBeeing
the advantages to be derived by both the
consumers, the miners, and the State rail-
ways, from an inereased use of Collic
coal, will the Government set apart a
melropolitan  depdt where hounseholders
can gel their supplies al a reasonable
rate; such depdt io he controlied by the
railway or some other department?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Yes. 3, The establishment of a dep6t for
the retail of Collie or other coal is a mat-
ter for the eocal companies or loeal sup-
pliers.

TMPORTED COAL AND STATE
STEAMERS.

Air. O'LOGHLEN oasked the Premier:
1, Is it a faet that the steamers “Kwin-
ana” and “Gorgon” left about the same
time recenily on a North-West trip, the



